It causes war AND the scenario is uniquely dangerous
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The world is witnessing an increasing number of people living in food insecurity. Many of the current food crises are affected by or have an impact on violent conflicts. The most visible impact of violent conflicts on food security is the destruction of agricultural land, irrigation schemes, and infrastructure. In addition, displacement and mass starvation due to violent conflict have adverse and often long-term effects on the food security of affected populations. Chronic food insecurity, in turn, can become a decisive factor in prolonging or intensifying violent conflicts, instigating a vicious circle of violence and hunger (Martin-Shields and Stojetz, 2019). Several food crises over the past decades have revealed the weaknesses of the international community in governing food (in)security in conflict settings. While national governments or belligerents are often unable or unwilling to respond adequately to food crises, humanitarian relief operations face the challenges of reaching those people in need of a food supply, while simultaneously avoiding exacerbating the conflict. This has left many affected communities having to find their own responses to food insecurity. Most recently, the United Nations Food Systems Summit in 2021 has been declared as a “people's”- and “solutions”- centered summit, which brought together a wide range of experts and institutions to provide solutions for advancing the transformation of food systems (United Nations, 2021a). While the summit acknowledged that transformation in the global food system will directly lead to progress on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), the links between food crises and violent conflict, unfortunately, played only a minor role. However, achieving food security, ending hunger and malnutrition, and enabling sustainable agricultural production, as addressed by SDG 2, “Zero Hunger”, largely depends on the progress made on SDG 16, “Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions”, in promoting peaceful and inclusive societies. (Civil) wars and violent conflicts are a drastic setback for every type of sustainable development. Conflict-affected countries are far from reaching the milestones of all SDG targets such as food security. Preventing and overcoming (civil) wars is, therefore, the necessary framework condition for being able to achieve SDG 2 and related SDGs, such as SDG 1, “No poverty”, or SDG 10, “Reduced inequalities”, in the first place. Food security, in turn, is necessary to achieve progress on SDG 16. Against this background, the aim of this review article is to shed light on the manifold interlinkages between food insecurity and violent conflicts and to discuss how policy action can face the challenge to improve conditions of food security in violent settings, especially in civil wars. The paper is organized in the following way: first, we provide an overview of recent global trends and regional correlations of food insecurity and violent conflicts. Second, we conduct a comprehensive literature review on the correlations between food insecurity and violent conflicts. We identified four logics of how violent conflicts and war have an impact on food (in)security: a) destruction, b) conflict-induced displacement, c) control, and d) hunger as a “weapon of war”. In the third part of the paper, we identify four key areas that policy actions and research should address for coping with food crises in violent conflicts, providing concrete examples to demonstrate how these actions can improve food security in protracted conflicts.
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