Public education is key to democracy
Brendan Lee 23. History instructor at Utah State University. His research focuses on the history of American education, politics and social movements in the 19th and 20th centuries, 2-14-23. "Public educations passes civilization down to future generations.," https://www.sltrib.com/opinion/commentary/2023/02/14/brendan-lee-long-troubled-history/.
Once again, Americans are forced to confront the words of Thomas Jefferson. At the very basic level, public education provides equal opportunity and access to education for all — it is where democracy is practiced among our children. It becomes a space in which students of all racial, religious, sexual and cultural backgrounds come together to learn about our shared history and develop the tools needed to work together and move our country forward as future leaders.
When we have political debates about where school funding should go, we must consider the generational impact of our investment as a practice of social renewal. Over the next 50 years, what will increased investment in private education with separate curriculum standards, separate oversight and separate practices of inclusion do to the social understanding of our children? Will they learn to value the open society and democracy in a system that restricts how and what they learn, who is allowed to sit next to them, and how civil discourse and social advocacy are allowed to take place?
As conservative private institutions further entrench themselves in nationalism and religious sectarianism, I fear the outcome of these investments. If we truly value our founding principles and our association with democracy, it is the opinion of this writer that we should invest in public education and resist the weaponization of private schooling.
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