Higher education prepares a capable citizenry to solve global threats. 
Steve Nelson 16, Associate Professor @ Hope College, “First, Do No Harm: Progressive Education in a Time of Existential Risk”, Garn Press, *language edited
I’m not afraid, but I’m sometimes terrified. This terror arises unbidden when I think about my three grandchildren. I imagine them in the path of nuclear incineration. I worry that they might have to navigate a barren world, facing horrible, human-induced climate events or the day when clean water becomes a precious commodity, even in our wealthy nation. I see them helpless in the face of man’s inhumanity to man - genocide, bigotry, cruelty, and indifference. It is the only thing I fear about death - being gone and unable to hold them, love them if the Earth becomes inhospitable and life becomes unbearable. The thought of my grandchildren - all the world’s children - suffering after I’m gone is my only hell. 
It is not hyperbole to declare that we are living in a time of grave existential threat. The nuclear threat of 1950’s is mere child's play compared to the world today. Russia, the UK, France, China, North Korea, India, Pakistan, and Israel all have nuclear weapons. Barack Obama has declared a 30-year $1 trillion plan to modernize our deadly nuclear arsenal. 
The acceleration of climate change, as evidenced by rising global temperatures, the loss of the ice shelf and other alarming signs, should terrorize every rational person. We are losing species and biodiversity at an increasing rate and depleting Earth’s resources. 
Racism, religious fanaticism, and intolerance are igniting flash fires of terror all around the world, whether in the Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa, a cafe in Paris, a church in Charleston or a nightclub in Orlando. 
The terror is not only these global threats. My childhood’s “duck and cover” is today’s “shelter in place,” as we jeopardize our domestic tranquility by cowering before the NRA and capitulating to the irrational notion that an armed world is a safer world. So instead of fearing the Soviets, we fear ourselves. As Pogo said, “We have met the enemy and it is us.” 
In his last years, my good Vermont friend the late Rev. William Sloane Coffin, Jr. described himself as a “man in a hurry.” His commitment to peace and justice didn’t wane as his life energy ebbed. We grandparents, one and all, need to be women and men in a hurry.
Another Vermont acquaintance, the late poet grandmother Grace Paley, wrote in her poem “Responsibility” [1]: 
Steve Nelson It is the responsibility of the poet to be a woman to keep an eye on this world and cry out like Cassandra, but be / listened to this time. 
I'm not a woman, a poet or Cassandra. I’m an educator. The response to existential risk must come on all fronts, but particularly from grandparents who are “in a hurry” This book is my modest contribution. 
A progressive revolution in education must lead this response. For more than a century, education for most American children has been dull and uninspiring. Today, even in the face of these existential threats, we speak of education as if it is only vocational training. We act as though children have value only for some future economic use. Schools suppress skepticism, punish humor and silence childrens imagination. Technology distracts them and distorts their sense of the world. 
Our future depends on preparing today’s young [people] women and men to be thoughtful, creative, engaged citizens. They must be fully alive, in love with the natural world and each other. They must be skeptical, not compliant. They must be deeply idealistic and speak truth to power. They must see the planet as their home, not as an endless source of material goods. They must see all people as their neighbors, not as their competitors in a global contest for military and economic superiority. 
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