Cuts to higher education crush competitiveness
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For much of the 20th century, the United States enjoyed the benefits of being the world’s leader in research and innovation, resulting in economic progress and unprecedented security for its citizens. However, America’s future success in this regard is not guaranteed. This issue has been highlighted in recent reports warning that our economic leadership is eroding and our primacy in global competitiveness is threatened. The consensus is that strengthening graduate education—the backbone of American competitiveness and innovation— is key to a prosperous and secure future. The highly skilled, creative workforce of tomorrow is developed through our graduate programs. Graduate students become our scientists, researchers, experts, and innovators in a wide variety of fields. Graduate programs are where they acquire innovative research and leadership skills. This report enumerates the key assumptions underlying this vision of the future, assesses the many positive activities underway that contribute to a prosperous future, highlights gaps that need to be addressed, and concludes with six broad recommendations for action and the necessary roles for each stakeholder. 
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