Inherent reciprocity nullifies solvency of the gift and increases tensions between the state and the people.
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It appears, however, that this engagement with Mauss among anglophone philosophers is now a thing of the past, and I think that some of the responsibility for this also falls upon Derrida, or at least upon what I would call an insufficient reading of Given Time. That is to say, many readers of Given Time see Derrida’s laying out the fundamental aporia of the gift as an exemplary deconstruction. In what became a paradigmatic deconstructive gesture in his later works on hospitality, forgiveness, and ethics more generally, Derrida’s analysis of the gift reveals that the gift’s conditions of possibility are precisely the conditions of its impossibility. In other words, once the gift is recognized as a gift, it is no longer a gift; insofar as it is recognized as a gift, it obliges its recipient to reciprocate, and in the act of reciprocation, Derrida argues, the gift has been annulled.4 But as I said, a reading of Given Time that stops here is insufficient, for Derrida notes that Mauss’s Essay also “deals with economy, exchange, contract (do et des), it speaks of raising the stakes, sacrifice, gift and counter-gift—in short, of everything that in the thing itself impels the gift and the annulment of the gift,” and as such, Derrida playfully suggests that “Mauss’s Essay on the Gift s,peaks of everything but the gift.”5
We need here follow Derrida no further, although his suggestion that the gift is coextensive with a radical forgetting by both the donor—who will resent the gift until it has been returned—and the donee—who will feel it as a duty to repay until such restitution is discharged—might have ethical and economic implications that should give some of his followers reason to pause before they abandon Mauss to his possible/impossible aporia.
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