Lower Prep School requirements
Winkie 6-2 [Davis; senior reporter covering the Army. Focuses on investigations, personnel concerns, and military justice. Davis, also a Guard veteran, was a finalist in the 2023 Livingston Awards for his work with The Texas Tribune investigating the National Guard's border missions. He studied history at Vanderbilt and UNC-Chapel Hill; 6-2-2023; "More recruits eligible for Army pre-boot camp study, fitness courses"; Army Times; https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2023/06/02/more-recruits-eligible-for-army-pre-boot-camp-study-fitness-courses/;]//LASA-بيلال
A wider range of hopeful soldiers can now enlist into the Army’s basic training preparatory course, service officials announced Friday.
The move expands eligibility for the Future Soldier Preparatory Course, the Army’s ambitious experiment to improve recruit fitness and test scores before they go to basic training. Now applicants who need to improve in both areas may enroll, and a new pilot program will admit a limited number of applicants with lower test scores than those previously required for the course.
But the changes may not stop the service from missing recruiting targets for the second fiscal year in a row.
Since its inception in August 2022, the course has had two separate 90-day tracks: a fitness program designed to help recruits lower their body fat, and an academic program to help them improve on their Armed Forces Qualification Test scores.
Currently, all fitness program recruits and academic program troops with failing Category IV AFQT scores — between 21 and 30 — must go to Fort Jackson, South Carolina, on open enlistment contracts that they can renegotiate at the end of the course. New soldiers with low, but passing Category IIIB AFQT scores — between 31 and 49 — who volunteer for the academic course attend at Fort Moore, Georgia.
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