Recruitment is key to prevent and mitigate cyber attacks
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In short, while strategic cyberspace operations will continue to provide support to combatant commanders, many cyber warriors of the future will need to be deployed forward, and will even be within range of enemy artillery and possibly direct fire.
How close do you need to be to a target to gain access? This battlefield geography changes depending on whether or not the target in question is networked, and what the network topography looks like. A closed network with fiber optic links requires a different level of physical proximity than a closed network using mesh radios as a data link solution, which requires a different level yet than an open network using a commercial ISP backbone. This problem of access inevitably creates some situations in which we will require cyber soldiers who can perform the basic tasks of camouflaging themselves and their equipment, conducting verbal communications over a radio, and engaging targets with an individual or crew-served weapon system as part of a break contact drill. It is possible to make this same argument for a Sailor on a ship, or an Airman working as part of an aircrew in support of a joint force conducting combat operations.
Bracknell and I don’t disagree fundamentally, but rather as a matter of degree. He stops short of saying that no cyber warriors at all will need to be in uniform. Likewise, I don’t suggest that all will need to have these basic military skills. There will always be a need for strategic support from geographic locations inside the United States that can be filled by someone not in uniform much of the time. Even if it is deemed preferable to have certain of these jobs done by uniformed service members, the civilians we are actively recruiting as direct commission officers for the US Army cyber branch can partially fill the very real needs of these US-based units currently supporting the joint force.
But the cyberspace operations needs of military commanders across all forces extends well beyond strategic support to the joint community. Logisticians require cyberspace expertise to identify supply chain attacks on hardware, including replacement parts and commercial, off-the-shelf IT equipment. Maintainers require cyber expertise to evaluate firmware updates to sensors, communications equipment, and weapons systems. Communicators and signalers require cyber expertise to design and build tactical networks which are robust and segregated by functions to mitigate the effects of a security breech.
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