Republicans hate a green new deal 
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But despite the win at the top of the ticket, the promised “Blue Wave” in down-ballot races failed to materialize. Barring an unlikely double sweep of the runoff elections in Georgia, Democrats will find themselves with a minority position in the Senate, unable to advance their most ambitious policy goals. Many went from dreams of passing the green new deal to fears of passing nothing at all. This skepticism is well warranted: the green new deal is dead-on-arrival in Mitch McConnell’s Senate and forceful action is now off the table. But that doesn’t mean Biden won’t have options, and progress on a green agenda is still possible, even if that progress is more incremental than hoped.
The lowest hanging fruit revolves around undoing the series of executive orders and regulatory rewrites that the Trump Administration used to ease pollution requirements and ignore climate change. Top of the list is rejoining the Paris Agreement. Biden has already pledged this action and implementation is easy: just 30 days are needed to fully rejoin. More options abound from there: restoring regulations on power sector emissions under the Clean Air Act; increasing federal fuel-efficiency standards for cars and trucks; restricting fracking on federal lands. If some of these sound familiar, it’s because they resemble actions that Obama took under his presidency and which squarely fall within the executive mandate.
These options are also the least durable and could be readily reversed by a future administration. But there is reason to believe that the public mood in another 4 (or 8!) years will be less receptive to a message of climate denial. Already in 2020, clear majorities think the government is doing too little to address the climate problem, a number that has grown considerably over the last ten years. The impacts are getting harder to ignore, from a hurricane season that ran out of names and reached Hurricane Eta to devastating and prolonged wildfires across the American West. Americans from all backgrounds and beliefs are seeing the impacts of a changing climate, and there is little reason to think that the coming years won’t provide more evidence of our need to act.
There are also avenues to cement new programs and spending with the help of Congress, even if short of Biden’s $2 trillion goal. Some of the most impactful federal programs on climate, from ARPA-E to the DOE loan program office, were created by Republican presidents or funded during Republican control of the Senate. They were passed with Republican votes and attracted widespread support. Similar opportunities exist today, and few leaders have had the experience and relationships in the Senate that Joe Biden brings to the Presidency. While it’s unlikely that Republicans in general will have an awakening on climate and support massive green spending, there are pathways to enable programs that support green goals without being overtly climate focused. 
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