Degrowth fails and causes war – Implementation in a single country can’t solve and leads to geopolitical upheaval 
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The combination and interplay of interstitial strategies, implementing nonreformist reforms, and building counter-hegemony is our humble proposal as to how we might best conceptualize the transformation to a degrowth society. A common feature in these strategies is that proponents of degrowth are not waiting for a distant future ‘after the revolution’ but aiming to change things here and now. Another common feature is that the diversity of approaches is not seen as a problem but as enriching and complementary. 51 But the challenges are enormous, especially in view of the increasingly acute socio-ecological crises and the growing threat from authoritarian nationalist movements, which promise false solutions to the problems of the growth society. Not only is this transformation diametrically opposed to the interests of capitalist enterprises and the richest groups and individuals, as well as to fossil capital and the fascist movements defending it – since it aims to drastically limit or abolish the possibilities for exploitation and accumulation; it also contradicts the interests of national governments, which are fundamentally geared to and existentially dependent on strengthening competitiveness and economic growth. And, finally, not only is the monopoly over the legitimate use of force – held by growth-oriented states – an enormous challenge; potential upheavals in geopolitical relations also present a serious problem. If degrowth were implemented in a single country, it would likely lead to capital flight, capital strikes, geopolitical tensions, and possibly even armed conflicts.52 
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