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As applied, the zone of autonomy provided to American Samoa's native customs has thus far proven fairly resilient. Notwithstanding its checkered beginnings, the approach to territorial governance outlined in the Insular Cases and carried forward in recent federal court decisions served a laudable purpose there: not to insulate the contiguous United States from cultural contamination, but to protect the insularity of its territorial peoples from mainland assimilation. 286 Whether intended or not, that framework for governance under the Territorial Clause provided the federal authorities space to allow traditional cultural practices in American Samoa to breathe, persist, and develop according to the democratic wishes of the local people. Indeed, the Fitisemanu court concluded, "[n]o circumstance is more persuasive to me than the preference against citizenship expressed by the American Samoan people through their elected representatives."287
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