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How does a shift to disaster colonialism change how planning and disaster response functions on the ground today? Following the case of Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, disaster colonialism foregrounds the systems of racial violence and dispossession, both historic and contemporary, that lie at the heart of disaster preplanning, recovery and reconstruction. While related to disaster capitalism, recentering the focus on colonialism disallows race-blind and ahistorical views of disaster. As an example, rather than casting post-disaster gentrification as a purely capitalist phenomenon, disaster colonialism examines the ‘gentrification’ taking place and asks if it is a logic of spatial dispossession (Oliver-Smith, 2010a: 2–5; Herscher, 2019), one that, free of the disaster, would easily be read as colonialism. Ultimately, it is imperative to consider how ongoing colonialism is operating through disasters. Again, colonialism, here, is not used as a metaphor (Tuck and Yang, 2012), but to directly expose the procedural vulnerabilities operating through pre-disaster and post-disaster response. Following Hurricane María, researchers have flooded the archipelago, many of whom lack an in-depth understanding of Puerto Rico’s colonial history and status. This perspective has led many researchers to conclude that Puerto Rico’s current post-disaster issues are related only to neoliberalism and the resulting national debt, without understanding why such extreme neoliberalism exists. In tying Hurricane 'Maria' to centuries of hurricanes and disaster colonialism, it becomes apparent that the type of governmental nonresponse Puerto Rico is currently experiencing mirrors many previous hurricanes, even before US neoliberalism––instead, nonresponse is more often than not tied to continuing efforts to colonize the archipelago. Puerto Rico is, unfortunately, just one example of disaster colonialism. Further research will enrich planning studies on disasters by bringing them into even greater contact with the longer histories of disasters and their effects on colonized lands and peoples. From this abbreviated essay, I would like to pose the following questions of urban planners
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