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The drivers of mass extinction prominently include globalisation, capitalism, and industrial economy.37 These societal processes (including economic and legal systems) are the legacy of European imperialism that shaped the modern world.38 Many years back when I first became aware of the threat of mass extinction in the groundbreaking work of Martin Gorke (2003), I found a disturbing list. Here – slightly elaborated – are the main causes of the drastically elevated extinction rates of the last several hundred years (this list is not ranked by order of impact): 
Intentional elimination as part of land acquisition, management and use 
Overuse as part of fishing and hunting
Invasive species
Toxicity and biological disruption 
Monoculture
Habitat destruction
Global warming, including ocean acidification.39 
A number of these are strongly driven by globalisation, particularly the spread of invasive species. Capitalism is a driving force behind others, particularly overuse. Industrial economy is at the root of many more – chemical toxicity and the biological disruption caused by plastics, monoculture with its nitrogen heavy fertilisation and pesticide use, and global warming and ocean acidification through fossil fuel use. As part of real estate expansion and the rise of human population made possible by industrial economy and capitalism’s generation of wealth, habitat destruction is also driven by these processes. At least some intentional elimination of species is due to settler activity in the service of farming and the expansion of human habitat – the early phases of globalisation.40 
What is most important to notice about the presence of globalisation, capitalism, and industrial economy as drivers of extinction are, initially, two things: (1) The processes work together, such as when the pursuit of capitalist profit drives industrial monoculture, the use of chemical pesticides, and the distributed production and distribution chains of the global economy. (2) The processes reach the planetary scale. The global market is coor- dinated as a ‘unit in real time’41 – i.e. synchronously – in production, distribution, ser- vice, and waste chains that span Earth42 and take advantage of its extreme territories, such as deep-sea trenches, and orbital space.43 Meanwhile, the scale of the market depends on mass, industrial production. 
Moving back from the ‘planetary-now’ of these entwined drivers of mass extinction, we should then note that (3) the mutually reinforcing, planetary-scaled processes are legacies of the history of European imperialism.44 As Walter Mignolo and Catherine Walsh have argued, they are part of the ‘colonial matrix of power’.45 They were even projected by imperialism. Over half a millennium ago, the European colonialist project sought to map and colonise the globe. Its colonial projects generated surplus wealth for the early phases of capitalism by relying on resource extraction.46 By the nineteenth century, the colonies generated vast resources for industrial factories. In these ways, colonialism was the tool of European imperialism to violently produce its global capitalist market and industrial base. Colonialism became the other side of European ‘modernity’.47 
That the main drivers of planetary extinction are entwined and occur on the scale of the planet shouldn’t be surprising. They belong to the history of European imperialism which set its eyes on the planet as a resource to be plundered for the sake of nationalist and capitalist ambitions. Such an intention is not without its consequences. Underneath the drivers bequeathed to us by European imperialism’s history is a unifying and morally troublesome problem that enables mass extinction. It is called ‘land abstraction’. In the next part, I will explain it. 
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