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I believe that I have made a plainly reasonable case for decolonising lands and laws as a moral response to the threat of mass extinction. My argument is philosophical and ‘big- picture’, as we say from where I’m from. It leaves the details up to those more qualified than I to discuss the law – whether Indigenous or nation-state based. 
As I have repeatedly emphasised so as to avoid misunderstanding, this essay’s reasoning should not be seen as the main reason for decolonial work. The self-determination and dignity of people is sufficient for that on their own, and there is nothing plainer and more reasonable than acknowledging people’s dignity and self-determination.139 But in the context of thinking about extinction and the law, showing how decolonial work is called for by prudence is, I believe, a substantial connection to make. After all, it is coloniality – not Indigenous law – that has separated out self-interest from morality. Justice can make good sense and also be good. 
What may still remain perplexing for legal professionals is the personal nature of decolonisation. So let me end on a personal note, as is fitting to my argument thus far: I want to pass onto my son, Emet, a society that makes more sense than the selfish and wanton society I’ve inherited as a legacy of European imperialism. I try to face up to the fact that much of the current order of life on Earth is dying. Supporting decoloni- sation is a personal matter for me, and it should be for most everyone, too. In this spirit, I ask legal professionals: How should you approach the law if you are serious about decolonisation and mindful of the order of life on Earth? For myself, I could not live with any- thing but an ongoing orientation to transform the law, beginning by shining a light on the possibilities for wantonness within it.140 
Source: Puerto Rico SS Neg - DDI 2023 KM · DDI · 2023




