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Self-determination is a social and political status that may also be expressed as a legal right in international law."l The peoples' right to self-determination is so widely recognized in international conventions that it has acquired a status beyond "convention and is now considered a general principle of international law."' 6 Besides recognition in international covenants, the right to selfdetermination has also been recognized by other international legal documents, and by jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice.17 As such, it is of paramount importance for courts, when examining the application of federal laws that highlight the dilemma of the current political status, to acknowledge that the issue of self-determination is unresolved in Puerto Rico. Assuming that a compact in fact was made between the people of Puerto Rico and the United States, it is arguable that, when in conflict, the Constitution of Puerto Rico should trump federal law if the two were incompatible. As reflected by our previous discussion of case law, the federal courts have rejected this theory, repeatedly stating that the Supremacy Clause of the United States Constitution applies to Puerto Rico, and thus federal law is in fact hierarchically superior to the Constitution of the Commonwealth. However, considering Puerto Rico's lack of political representation in the Federal Government it is not in the same situation as the states, so, it follows that no such compact existed and that Puerto Rico is still under territorial, or colonial, control. Therefore, the application of the FDPA, as should be the case with any other federal law violating the will of the people of Puerto Rico, is in itself a violation of the right to selfdetermination and a demonstration of the true nature of the current political status. C. The application of the FDPA as a violation of the right to internal selfdetermination The ambit of application of the right to self-determination and its denotation has expanded over the years. Today, self-determination connotes not only a right to political independence, or decolonization, but also the people's right to shape their own political, social, economic, and cultural development. This corollary of the right to self-determination entitles a people to have internal autonomy and democratic rule. The definition encompassing the internal dimension of the right is supported by the language of international Covenants, and in the Declaration of Principles of International Law Concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in Accordance with the Charter of the United Nations.us Under this legal scheme, the imposition of the FDPA against the will of the people of Puerto Rico is a violation of the right to internal selfdetermination. Some commentators have argued that the right to self-determination cannot be considered fully exercised merely by procedural mechanisms, usually popular referendums, rather attention must also be paid to the outcome and results. 9 Thus, when a relation like the one between Puerto Rico and the United States exists, a procedural event, such as the referendum approving the PRFRA and the Constitution, cannot be deemed as sufficient for the full exercise of the right. This would impair the people from enjoying their right to continuously exercise self-determination. The ongoing nature of self-determination is crucial under political status were "democratic deficits", such as the automatic application of federal laws, infringe the development of self-government, or "internal" selfdetermination. That is to say, "If law -including the international legal order- is to come out on the side of liberation, it must transcend the formalistic perspective. It must take cognizance of results and conditions.' 3 ' This is especially the case with the death penalty in Puerto Rico, since its application violates the right to determine a specific human rights policy within the territory and breaches a political decision taken by the people of the Island to eliminate the death penalty. 
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