The distribution of resources and aid paves the way for dependency, a key part of maintaining PR’s colonial status
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Colonial violence against nationalist and pro-independence political movements has been partially successful in demobilizing society. So has been violence against protesters in times of PROMESA. However, current grassroots movements are putting into practice different strategies of struggle that attempt to move beyond the political parties paradigm constrained by the colonial entrapment and by the national liberation frame. This means exploring the possibility for a different approach that breaks with the hierarchical paradigm of power that has limited the anticolonial struggle to the primacy of national sovereignty towards a heterarchical understanding of colonialism, coloniality, and moreover, decolonization. For instance, Jornada employs a strategy of frequent protests and demonstrations against La Junta. They keep organizing demonstrations at every Junta meeting in Puerto Rico, as well as peaceful protests like the one that took place on May 2, 2018 in the main tourist area of El Condado with the purpose of denouncing police brutality during the International Workers’ Day National Strike. Jornada, and Colectiva Feminista en Construcción, puts into practice a political discourse that critically underlines the imbrication of race/gender/class/patriarchy within colonialism at their public manifestations. In this way, these colectivos are engaging with a decolonized national consciousness. Thinking of colonial Africa at the beginning of 1960, Fanon noted: National consciousness, which is not nationalism, is alone capable of giving us an international dimension. This question of national consciousness and national culture takes on a special dimension in Africa. The birth of national consciousness in Africa strictly correlates with an African consciousness. (Fanon 2004, 179) Therefore, political resistance in times of PROMESA calls for a kuschian formulation of the being – the estar siendo (Kusch 2010). In this sense, the question of what estar siendo Puerto Rican means and how a popular national response becomes necessary underpins the effort to weave “new” politics of liberation. Politics that aim to break with colonialism, while moving beyond coloniality and its affective and material entrapments. Specifically, it means maintaining the identity affirmation of “We are not Americans.”10 That is to say, we are not the colonial being, and moreover, we will not be the colonial non-being any longer. On the other hand, as different colectivos such as Comedor Social Universitario or Casa Pueblo in the rural town of Adjuntas are already doing – before, during and after Maria – it means dismantling the imaginary of dependency through community based and everyday practices. For instance, while Comedor Social Universitario has been feeding college students under economic precariousness,11 Casa Pueblo has provided solar panels to families in Adjuntas (Klein 2018). This organization has taken care of patients suffering from medical conditions which make them dependent on electricity; thus the lack of it may result in a life-threatening situation.12 Providing for the immediate necessities of the most vulnerable while building durable networks confirm the possibilities of politics within the colonial entrapment while moving beyond it. To come out of the kumbla, to redeem our past while moving beyond colonial entrapment, is a painful but healing process. Conclusion It is possible to argue that the current political debate in Puerto Rico regarding statehood, commonwealth or independence will lead to a single national response: decolonization. The present economic crisis and the terrible consequences of Hurricane Maria have forced many Puerto Ricans to emigrate to the United States. Contrary to the ideas and imaginaries that have defined the colonial being as more efficient in the execution of policies and resource distribution, the social catastrophe caused by Maria has shown its entrapment within the “colonial/modern gender system” (Lugones 2007). As current research is already demonstrating, the distribution of aid, as well as the articulation of government policies to provide for the most vulnerable, is based on racialized/genderized imaginaries (Martínez 2018), exposing how racialized and genderized the colonial entrapment is. As has been discussed in this essay, Puerto Ricans’ colonial citizenship does not only define a legal status, but also sustains the constant differentiation between the colonial being and the colonial non-being: from subjectivity, to its material consequences. The commonwealth did not turn this around, but rather maintained the subordination of any possible path towards decolonization while strengthening entrapment through economic dependency. Nevertheless, as has been discussed, current sociopolitical movements are paving the way for intersectional resistance to dependency and, therefore, to colonial entrapment. National consciousness is proposed beyond the national liberation frame by articulating the implications of racism, sexism, anthropocentrism, etc., within coloniality. While the sociopolitical scenario reflects how sociogeny constitutes the colonial non-being, the colectivos are knitting together the self and the collective – the individual experience and the collective experience – as a way to break with the kumbla. Whether organized mobilizations against La Junta, educational activities on racism, colonialism and decolonization from a feminist perspective, everyday practices, or community-based solidarity within the most vulnerable sectors as Comedor Social and other initiatives developed after María, the colectivos are breaking with colonial entrapment. They are demonstrating that the legitimate uses of anticolonial violence may not only be performed by physical violence, but must also be recognized in those roots of dependency that are unearthed every day, in the banishment of colonial entrapment through the overcoming of colonial subjects.xs
Source: Puerto Rico SS Neg - DDI 2023 KM · DDI · 2023




