Self determination exists beyond statehood, a Western idea built on imposing ideas of governance and hierarchy
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Thinking beyond States States are not inevitable forms of human social organization. The contemporary international legal order is composed of state actors, and we tend to presume that lands and peoples would, of course, come under the exclusive jurisdiction of a particular state. But history tells us otherwise. The current state-centric system is generally traced to 1648 and the Peace of Westphalia, but it took an additional three centuries before the world was divided up almost exclusively between state actors.69 Human societies were organized in many different ways for millennia before states were imposed upon them, and “sub-state” forms of governance continue to be as influential, in many respects, as state governments. “Possession of sovereignty is the result of force threatened and applied,” and “states are the results of wars fought and won, rather than of some sort of natural truth about the community,” Paul Kahn observes.70 State boundaries have always been, and continue to be, in flux, and the viability of the state system itself is increasingly being called into question.71 It is not clear that states have contributed in any significant way to human well- being. Instead, they have functioned to override alternative forms of so- cial organization, imposing in the process very Western, universalizing, hi- erarchical, and exclusive presumptions about governance. But we know that nations can be organized in multiple and overlapping ways, that territories may be shared between them, that individuals can identify themselves within networks of relationships rather than as subjects of a particular sovereignty. This means that self-determination can take many forms. As Rosa Ehrenreich Brooks suggests, “If we stop fetishizing the state, perhaps many phenomena that now often appear . . . as problems . . . would instead appear as virtues or opportunities.”72
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