PR exists under the terms of the US, any attempts of sovereignty must be granted by its colonial power
Bustos 20 ( Camilla, law professor and expert in human/environmental rights. The Third Space of Puerto Rican Sovereignty: Reimagining Self-Determination Beyond State Sovereignty. Yale Journal of Law and Feminism. 2020.  . DOA 7/23/23)//NPR
As a result of this historical development, Puerto Ricans are second-class citizens in the United States. Puerto Ricans operate both inside and outside the U.S. legal and political constitutional jurisdiction. They are bound by U.S. law but are also subject to their own constitution and government. They must obey U.S. courts and yet they have no federal representation in U.S. Congress and cannot vote in presidential elections while residing on the island.31 Even their efforts to hold referendums on Puerto Rico's status are merely symbolic and seen more as opinion polls. Any attempt to change the island's status necessitates congressional approval, evidencing the legacies of the conquest model and the existence of colonial rule.3 2 Judge Juan R. Torruella has said of this situation, "I cannot imagine a more egregious civil rights violation, particularly in a country that touts itself as the bastion of democracy throughout the world."33 Puerto Rico's second-class status is also evidenced by the fact that it cannot access international fora in the way that sovereign states do. Puerto Rico cannot enter the United Nations or be a party to any major treaty or international agreement; it can only be an observer in most international organizations.3 4 Even then, it requires U.S. approval since the island is subject to the plenary powers of Congress under the Territorial Clause. While it can petition before the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights (IACHR, it is still not recognized as a state.3 5 More recently, in Puerto Rico v. Sanchez Valle, the Supreme Court reaffirmed the precedent established by the Insular Cases: the island lacks any sovereignty of its own, with U.S. Congress as the sole source of Puerto Rican sovereignty.36 Writing for the majority, Justice Kagan explained: If two entities derive their power to punish from wholly independent sources (imagine here a pair of parallel lines), then they may bring successive prosecutions. Conversely, if those entities draw their power from the same ultimate source (imagine now two lines emerging from a common point, even if later diverging), then they may not.3 7 Justice Kagan ruled that because the dual-sovereignty doctrine focuses not on the mere existence of self-rule but on its origins, the Court is forced to go to the "ultimate source" of power, which, in the case of Puerto Rico, is the U.S. Congress. This treatment of Puerto Ricans can be understood as the result of what Bruyneel called American colonial ambivalence, which refers to the inconsistencies in the application of colonial rule and the product of institutional and cultural dynamics. 3 9 Thus, it is colonial because the United States holds power in defining the terms of the Puerto Rico-United States relationship, but it is also ambivalent in that it changes. 40 Bill Asheroft explained that ambivalence is not only "the sign of the failure of colonial discourse to make the colonial subject conforn, it is the sign of the agency of the colonized." 41 Iarguethis relationship is also ambivalent in that it offers second-class citizenship to Puerto Ricans, where there are partial benefits, but not all the characteristics of full membership. In turn, Puerto Ricans' resistance to this arrangement contests the boundaries of colonial rule and thus contributes to the ambivalence of the island's relationship with the mainland.
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