PR’s relationship with autonomy is dictated by the US, Puerto Ricans lack sovereignty on their own terms
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Sovereignty in the Puerto Rican context has often been debated as a goal that is strictly achieved through political and legal changess; a discussion about national boundaries and membership. Leaders and activists such as Pedro Albizu Campos, Lolita Lebr6n, the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberaci6n Nacional (Armed Forces of National Liberation), Oscar L6pez Rivera, Marie Haydde Beltrin Torres, and others have sought a transformation in the relationship between the island and the United States. Since 1898, there have been over two thousand political prisoners arrested for their resistance to U.S. rule over the island.74 Sovereignty, however, is a complicated concept that encompasses issues beyond the legal status of a territory. This focus on state sovereignty or legal status obscures other important struggles for self-determination. At the same time, it "reflects and imposes a hegemonic way of seeing and knowing the political world," where colonized and marginalized people seem "mute politically when it comes to claims about people, power, and space." 75 This dominant notion of statist sovereignty presumes that "legitimate, viable sovereignty can be secured and expressed only through statist institutions."7 6 Puerto Ricans, however, have claimed a third space of sovereignty. They move across and push against political boundaries "to gain the fullest possible expression of political identity, agency, and autonomy."7 7 The third space of sovereignty questions the notion that expressions of citizenship and sovereignty are limited by dominant political boundaries.78 This is particularly relevant in the context of Puerto Rico, where self-determination has been defined in the context of its relationship with the United States. The history behind the concept of self-determination is beyond the scope of this text, but the end of World War II marked an important moment for colonies around the world and, thus, for common understandings about political sovereignty. In 1945, countries declared through the UN Charter their intention to foster the "creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples."79 Similarly, UN General Assembly Resolution 1514, also known as the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, declared that "all peoples have the right to self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development." 80 Both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights have an article that recognizes the right to self-determination.8 1 In these documents, the international community has characterized self-determination as "the gateway for the full enjoyment of human rights," both economic, social, and cultural rights as well as civil and political rights.82 Sovereignty is more complicated than the question of political status. Professor Kevin Bruyneel defines sovereignty as "the ability of a group of people to make their own decisions and control their own lives in relation to the space where they reside and/or that they envision as their own."8 Bruyneel's work focuses on the struggles of indigenous peoples and their relationships with the U.S. political system, arguing that the imposition of U.S. colonial rule and the indigenous struggles against it constitute a conflict over boundaries. The resistance of indigenous people to this process creates what Bruyneel calls the third space of sovereignty, which "resides neither simply inside nor outside the American political system but rather exists on these very boundaries, exposing both the practices and contingencies" of U.S. domination. I argue that a similar space has existed and continues to exist as Puerto Ricans resist colonialism and reimagine their own sovereignty. While this comparison is by no means perfect, it captures the similar experience of groups who have been subjected to the logic of imperialism. It also serves as another option "for defining and seeing expressions of citizenship and sovereignty that are not confined by dominant political boundaries."84 This third space encompasses resistance to the current status and all its implications for everyday life, spanning beyond the legal and political realm. It exists as a space that Puerto Ricans build and inhabit everyday. The third space occurs when people resist the lack of sovereignty over their own food production, energy generation, evictions, and visitor economy. It manifests itself when people resist the economic and political spaces created by over a century of colonial rule over the island. The spatial boundaries are not inflexible or static. They are contested precisely because Puerto Ricans-and colonized people generally-seek to move forward by challenging colonial impositions and colonial rule to "gain fuller expression of their agency and autonomy." This contestation is "not only about state-sanctioned geographic boundaries, which, although violent and oppressive, are also the most apparent and thus slightly less insidious form of boundaries imposed." 86 Ultimately, the third space allows groups to refuse to conform to the binaries of inside-outside, modernity-traditionalism, and assimilation-independence. People search for a more profound sense of what it means to exercise their right to self-determination and to have a political identity. In essence, the third space problematizes the boundaries of colonial U.S. rule.87 Using the lens of the third space allows us to understand the implications of and responses to colonialism in the context of Puerto Rico. It enriches our current understanding, while challenging the hegemonic notion of state sovereignty. This in turn allows us to broaden our analysis and learn from the ways in which social movements reimagine their existence in a colonized space, resist structural violence, and seek to redefine their reality. It enriches current legal scholarship by going beyond the question of Puerto Rico's political status. Furthermore, in light of the political impasse and the seeming absence of real alternatives to the island's existing political configuration, we must look beyond the obvious places to better understand how legal structures imposing second-class citizenship on Puerto Ricans are contested, particularly by women.
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