Equal protection cases are in the spotlight now - they directly implicate the court's PC
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Affirmative action is a useful issue for testing the political capital hypothesis. It is an area in which the Court has directly shaped national policy, beginning in 1978 with its Regents of the University of California v. Bakke decision and continuing today in cases like Fisher v. University of Texas (2016). It is a salient issue. Black Lives Matter and other social movements have put affirmative action and other policies geared toward racial equality in the spotlight. And Republicans and Democrats are divided in their views over the desirability of affirmative action programs. Using a policy that is both salient and contested is crucial for testing the political capital hypothesis. In our experiment below, we employ a treatment in which the Court approved of affirmative action.
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