The Supreme Court's "contempt for the most vulnerable" determines perception of legitimacy
Daniels’2023[Race and Politics Reporter at The Hill. Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism with a specialization in Politics, Policy and Foreign Affairs.]CHEYANNE M. DANIELS, Black leaders blast Supreme Court for overturning affirmative action, 06/29/23 
Others, like Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.), declared the Supreme Court is dedicated to “moving backwards” and pointed to the consequences that ending affirmative action could have on Black and brown students. “Ending affirmative action in higher education—which the Court had already held to be legal—will have devastating impacts on our communities,” Bush said in a statement. “Universities have historically denied Black, brown, and Indigenous people from accessing institutions of higher education. Affirmative action helped level the racist and uneven playing field. Colleges and universities must ensure students benefit from the diverse perspectives and experiences of qualified students from all backgrounds. This is yet another example of why we must double down on our efforts for Court reform, pass the Judiciary Act and reclaim democracy.” Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) said the decision, made by a “far-right” Supreme Court, will only exacerbate systemic oppression Black and brown students have faced for decades. “This damning decision to overturn decades of legal precedent and ban race-conscious admissions is just the latest in the white supremacist assault on equity in education,” Pressley said in a statement. She called on universities to reaffirm their commitment to racial and ethnic diversity, and for all levels of government to create legislation that addresses structural barriers that contribute to racial disparities in educational access. “With this extremist Supreme Court demonstrating time and again its contempt for our most vulnerable, we must expand the court to build its integrity and bring balance to the bench,” Pressley added.
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