The Court's approach to equal protection is the core factor underlying liberal perception of their decisions
Kanu’2023 [Hassan Kanu writes about access to justice, race, and equality under law. Kanu, who was born in Sierra Leone and grew up in Silver Spring, Maryland, worked in public interest law after graduating from Duke University School]Hassan Kanu, Even some justices are raising questions about the U.S. Supreme Court's legitimacy, July 10, 2023, 
The final days of the U.S. Supreme Court’s latest term were marked by a series of decisions that seem to bear out longstanding criticism that the court has historically functioned as a bulwark against equal legal status for minority groups. The court’s conservative majority effectively overruled affirmative action on June 29, and, a day later, permitted businesses to discriminate against LGBTQ people based on religious belief. The decisions have been widely panned by civil rights groups, universities and liberal organizations, among others, for manipulating legal doctrine and relying on a revisionist history of the Constitutional and civil rights movements, all in an apparent effort to enact right-wing policy preferences. There was another striking development in the final opinions of the term, one that was prompted by the outcomes in those decisions and the hollow legal reasoning underneath: Several sitting Supreme Court justices themselves - the court’s liberals – indicated that they agreed with the increasing criticism of the current court, including concerns about the erosion of the Supreme Court’s fundamental legitimacy as a policy-making institution.
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