Vaello Madero is net good—it will cost more for Puerto Ricans if overturned.
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Finally, the justices undoubtedly will be thinking about how a ruling in Vaello-Madero’s favor might affect the numerous other federal laws that carve out differential treatment for Puerto Rico and other territories. The government argues that applying strict scrutiny in this case would disrupt numerous longstanding policies — including the handful of policies (such as exemptions from most federal income taxes) that benefit, rather than harm, Puerto Rico residents.
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