SSI benefits help economy – they reduce poverty  
Sánchez, '21[Maricarmen Rivera;11-3-2021; ; "Access to Supplemental Security Income is Positive for Local Economy," ]
The possibility of Puerto Rico having access to Supplementary Security Income (SSI) benefits, as of 2024, is positive for the island’s economy and would help reduce the number of people who are living in poverty.
According to economist José Caraballo Cueto, the SSI program will help the neediest sectors. “It seems to me that it is good news because the SSI would reduce the poverty rate in Puerto Rico by seven percentage points,” he said.
“This program is for poor older adults, poor disabled people, and poor children. As the stipend is much greater than PAN (Spanish acronym for the Nutritional Assistance Program) benefits, it would take many people who are now close to the poverty level and move them above the poverty level. They are populations that need it,” Caraballo added.
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