These benefits have a real impact – the VM ruling affects 1.3 million poor and 450,000 disabled Puerto Ricans
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How Do the Insular Cases Affect Real People?
One of the tragic consequences of keeping the Insular Cases on the books is its direct impact on sustaining poverty, particularly among the disabled.
For instance, Vaello-Madero involves the denial of SSI benefits to residents of Puerto Rico. By denying poor and disabled residents of Puerto Rico SSI payment over the basic benefit of approximately $64 under Puerto Rico’s Aid to the Aged, Blind, and Disabled program (AABD), the U.S. government continues to keep Puerto Rico poor.
According to statistics from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, nearly one in every six residents, or 15.1% of its population of approximately 3 million residents, is disabled, compared to 8.6% of the U.S. population. In addition, nearly half of Puerto Rico’s residents live in poverty.
If more than 1.3 million Puerto Ricans are poor, and about 450,000 are disabled, denying federal benefits to residents of Puerto Rico is a travesty of justice.
As the U.S. District Court of Puerto Rico ruled in Peña Martínez v. HHS, “it is unconstitutional to deny” otherwise “eligible individuals, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and Medicare Part D Low-Income Subsidy (LIS) benefits solely due to their residency in Puerto Rico.”
Unbelievably, the Biden administration is currently appealing this case in the First Circuit.
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