“In” means within the physical boundaries of
United States Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit '21[, United States Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit;7-20-2021; The United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit (in case citations, 8th Cir.) is a United States federal court with appellate jurisdiction over the following United States district courts: Eastern District of Arkansas Western District of Arkansas Northern District of Iowa Southern District of Iowa District of Minnesota Eastern District of Missouri Western District of Missouri District of Nebraska District of North Dakota District of South Dakota ; "Smart Communications Collier Inc. v. Pope County Sheriff's Office, 5 F.4th 895," https://casetext.com/case/smart-communications-collier-inc-v-pope-county-sheriffs-office//JJB]
Smart points to Simonoff v. Expedia, Inc. where a forum-selection clause required the parties to litigate in the "courts in King County, Washington." 643 F.3d 1202, 1205 (9th Cir. 2011). The Ninth Circuit reasoned that
[t]he word "in" means to " ‘express[ ] relation of presence, existence, situation, inclusion ... ; inclosed or surround by limits, as in a room.’ " ... Black's Law Dictionary 758 (6th ed. 1990) .... Hence the phrase "courts in" a state includes any court within the physical boundaries of the state, even if the court does not derive its power and authority from the sovereignty of the state.
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