AFF is a pre req to statehood since it helps Puerto Rico escape “extra-constitutional realm”
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With the proliferation of months dedicated to celebrating different identities that have for too long been pushed to the periphery, we must not forget that representation does not equal liberation. Latinx Heritage Month calls us to look beyond statements from everyone from elected officials to corporations and from academic institutions to nonprofits that pay lip service to diversity without taking meaningful steps to address the historical harms that these communities have endured. As a territory perpetually relegated to an extra-constitutional realm, Puerto Rico remains without a path to either statehood or independence. Just as a rose by any other name would not change its scent, calling Puerto Rico a sovereign but unincorporated state does not change the nature of its legal status: a colony in everything but name. The Center for Constitutional Rights remains committed to supporting our comrades in Puerto Rico in their struggle for self-determination.
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