Nonuq: SCOTUS alr mega conservative - they are eager to use their power and Roberts vote is irrelevant after Barrett’s arrival
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WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court moved relentlessly to the right in its first full term with a six-justice conservative majority, issuing far-reaching decisions that will transform American life. It eliminated the constitutional right to abortion, recognized a Second Amendment right to carry guns outside the home, made it harder to address climate change and expanded the role of religion in public life.
But those blockbusters, significant though they were, only began to tell the story of the conservative juggernaut the court has become. By one standard measurement used by political scientists, the term that ended on Thursday was the most conservative since 1931.
“The data provide stunning confirmation of the Republican-conservative takeover of the Supreme Court,” said Lee Epstein, a law professor and political scientist at the University of Southern California who oversees the Supreme Court Database.
The last time the rate of conservative decisions even rivaled those in the term that ended Thursday was during Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.’s first term, which started in 2005.
Since then, the final days of Supreme Court terms have tended to end with a mix of decisions pointing in different ideological directions. That changed this week, with a string of outcomes that left conservatives jubilant and energized about the court’s direction and liberals distraught.
“Every year since John Roberts became chief justice, the court’s results at the end of the term have been less conservative than many court watchers feared they would be at the term’s outset,” said David Cole, the national legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union. “This time, the doomsayers got it exactly right, as the court traded caution for raw power.”
That can only be the consequence of the three justices President Donald J. Trump named to the court and particularly of his appointment of Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who joined the court after the death in 2020 of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
The Justices, From Left to Right
Justices are sorted from left to right by their Martin-Quinn scores, which estimate ideology based on voting patterns.
In the decades before Justice Barrett’s arrival, the court was closely divided. That meant the member of the court at its ideological center — Justice Anthony M. Kennedy and then Chief Justice Roberts — wielded enormous power. They both leaned right, but they tended to deliver a couple of major liberal victories each term.
The dynamic on the new court is different and lopsided, with six Republican appointees and three Democratic ones. The median justice appears to be Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, appointed by Mr. Trump to replace the more liberal Justice Kennedy. In the term that just ended, Justice Kavanaugh moved to the right, voting in a conservative direction 79 percent of the time in divided cases in which the court heard arguments and issued signed opinions. In the prior term, that number was 58 percent.
Change in Conservative Voting
Each of the justices nominated by Republican presidents voted much more conservatively this term, but Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh shifted the most to the right.
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The court’s shift to the right included all sorts of legal issues, said Melissa Murray, a law professor at New York University.
“Although most Americans will focus on the cataclysmic abortion decision, there were actually a number of consequential decisions this term,” she said. “On critical questions like gun rights, religious liberty, federal remedies, government speech and federal regulatory authority, we saw a conservative bloc eager to make the most of its 6-3 supermajority.”
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