Roberts has no support/PC now
Chait 7-3, writer for New York magazine
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If you were to ask Roberts to explain this pattern, he would no doubt insist he is merely interpreting the law as written. As a nominee in 2005, he famously likened his role to an umpire calling balls and strikes, a conceit he has clung to even as the Court’s reputation for above-the-fray independence has dwindled. “We do not have Obama judges or Trump judges, Bush judges or Clinton judges,” he said in 2018 after Trump lashed out at a federal judge over an immigration ruling.
But very few people actually believe him. A decade ago, Roberts reportedly reversed himself in deliberations about a lawsuit to overturn the Affordable Care Act, ultimately crafting a compromise that left in place parts of the law. Last year, reporting indicated he was lobbying Kavanaugh to pull back from a full-scale repeal of Roe v. Wade. The Wall Street Journal ran an extraordinary editorial hinting at the Court’s divisions and urging its conservatives to stand firm. (Shortly afterward, Politico obtained the preliminary draft of the court’s Roe repeal, a leak that conservatives employed as an argument for forging ahead.) The chief justice may not be taking polls and holding focus groups, but he is acting like a man who is well aware that the popular legitimacy of the institution he leads is in danger.
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