Overturning VM is a concrete step towards decolonization
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The Insular Cases are a relic of a colonial past and a stain on President Biden’s racial equity agenda. Billed by legal scholar Sanford Levinson as “central documents in the history of American racism,” their doctrine is a key reason the United States stopped adding stars to the flag after Hawaii and Alaska in 1959. It cemented in law that the inhabited islands annexed by the United States for economic control of the oceans — American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands — would not have the Constitution’s full protection because their residents were, as Justice Henry Billings Brown wrote in the leading Insular Case, Downes v. Bidwell, “alien races, differing from us.”
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