No deradicalization link.
Pelet del Toro 18 - Judicial Law Clerk United States District Court for the Southern District of New York
Valeria M. Pelet del Toro, written while at Yale Law, Editor-in-Chief, Yale Law & Policy Review, "Beyond the critique of rights: The Puerto Rico legal project and civil rights litigation in America's colony," Yale LJ 128 (2018): 792, https://www.yalelawjournal.org/note/beyond-the-critique-of-rights //ms
Although Puerto Rico’s colonial status remains unchanged after all of these efforts, as CLS would remind us, Vargas Acosta views this work as “a matter of survival.”273 Ultimately, one would aim to work on changing the colonial status through political action, and perhaps some human-rights forums.274 For the time being, however, Vargas Acosta believes that “you have to work on the reality of the people here.”275 This is at the core of what CLS’s critique of rights is missing when applied to Puerto Rico. CLS’s goal—to do away with the dependence on rights—omits the other reasons litigation or rights discourse might be necessary in a place like Puerto Rico. The Project and its progeny’s use of litigation and rights talk introduced a kind of space and stability that allowed Puerto Rican advocates to engage with the law and develop the work that their communities needed most.276 It is important to note that although litigation was the Project’s primary goal in Puerto Rico, the Project, and the Instituto that sprang from it, also became the cradle of movement lawyering in Puerto Rico.277 These efforts housed a generation of civil rights lawyers, progressives, and advocates who defined the fight for social justice in Puerto Rico for decades. CLS’s critique of rights, classifying rights as ineffectual, provides little, if any, space for the significance of that history and the mobilization it enabled.
The Project’s history encapsulates how attorneys successfully imported civil rights and social justice expertise to Puerto Rico in order to facilitate movement lawyering on the island. In Berkan’s opinion, the Project helped motivate political activism in Puerto Rico during the politically repressive time of the late 1970s.278 Berkan indicated that, back then, there “had to be a legal response” in order to supplement local organizing efforts from people like the Vieques fisher- men.279 Having attorneys defend local organizers and advocates in federal court bolstered their causes and put them into the mainstream of Puerto Rican politics. Simultaneously, the Project attracted and trained progressive and independentista Puerto Rican lawyers so that they would no longer be dependent on U.S.- based attorneys for representation in federal courts. This helped break with a longstanding feature of Puerto Rico’s colonial status vis-à-vis the United States, in which Puerto Rico was dependent on the United States in the context of commerce, employment, and services. Franklin Siegel, a professor at City University of New York School of Law who was one of the founders and coordinators of the Project,280 said that the Project did not necessarily “d[o] anything heroic,” but “it helped create a capacity within a subsection of progressive lawyers in Puerto Rico” to eventually be able to do civil rights cases and social justice lawyering.281
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