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This Essay begins with reformist steps and ends with abolition of the existing system in favor of a democratic and participatory model of legal education. Our reformist steps join with Bennett Capers in opening the doors of law schools and ending law school as a White space. 151 At minimum, the discriminatory outcomes that pervade legal education and bar admission require rethinking every step in the established process. Or, rather than seek facially neutral justifications for racist policies, we should reject them altogether in favor of anti-racist policies that promote equality among racial groups. But reformist steps are only a temporary step toward a just society. Subverting injustice requires a world where the walls of law school and the organized bar do not obscure and monopolize legal knowledge and power. We do not claim to offer a blueprint for democratizing legal knowledge and power. It would be misguided to expect a law review essay-of all the available tools-to be such a vehicle. We imagine legal education beyond the existing walls of law school and the gates of the legal profession. We do seek to abolish law school as the only location for education and the profession as the only avenue for advocacy. 150. See supra Part II. 151. See Capers, supra note 14. 2120 [Vol. 90 SUBVERSIVE LEGAL ED UCATION Abolition requires "work in solidarity with others toward the world as they wish for it to be," 152 so we imagine building together. We imagine those traditionally viewed as experts sharing their platforms with those who are not. We imagine many more articles coauthored by lawyers passionate about social justice issues and those most directly impacted who have gained expertise through lived experiences. This is the pedagogy of "Nothing About Us Without Us"-all teaching and scholarship of law must include the participation and wisdom of those impacted by the law. As we model, abolition is a gradual, collaborative process requiring many perspectives, particularly of those most acutely impacted by racist and oppressive punishment mechanisms. Historically, the abolitionist movement has been a movement of growth away from morally unsustainable practices. 153 The abolitionist movement is concerned with repair, restoration, 154 and hope. 155 Abolition without addressing the social illswithout implementing creative, imaginative reforms to build alternative systems that prioritize healing and potential and that we create hand-in-hand with those most impacted by social ills-is irresponsible, only making already existing harmful mechanisms look all the more desirable. We imagine a world where other locations for legal education besides law school are robustly supported. So that police officers are not giving children their first lesson in the law, we imagine a cumulative development of legal education in grades K-12, when youth are taught their rights and discuss questions of accountability and repair. We imagine a world where legal education is well resourced in prisons and jails for as long as the carceral state exists. We imagine a system of legal knowledge that empowers community legal advocates, litigants partnering with trained legal services providers, and pro se litigants. To achieve abolition, we must practice imagination. With imagination, the master's tools can be repurposed; they can be democratized to be reclaimed as the people's tools. 156 152. Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, The Emerging Movement for Police and Prison Abolition, NEW YORKER (May 7, 2021), https://www.newyorker.con/news/our-columnists/theemerging-movement-for-police-and-prison-abolition [https://perma.cc/JRH4-K4UZ]. 153. See Allegra M. McLeod, Prison Abolition and Grounded Justice, 62 UCLA L. REV. 1156, 1161 (2015) (defining prison abolition as "a transformative goal of gradual decarceration and positive regulatory substitution wherein penal regulation is recognized as morally unsustainable"). 154. See Taylor, supra note 152. 155. Id. ("Hope is a discipline. We must practice it daily." (quoting Mariame Kaba)). 156. See Lorde, supra note 4, at 1-2. Lorde's famous quote, "the master's tools will never dismantle the master's house," is often misinterpreted to mean that the tools of institutions cannot be repurposed to achieve something other than what the master intended. Id. Using the master's tools in the way the master intended would mean that "only the most narrow parameters of change are possible and allowable." Id. But if the master used differences to "divide and conquer" and we instead used differences to "define and empower," we would find use for the tools. Id.
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