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Grounding cosmopolitanism in the social means negating the mutual, conceptual and empirical independence of the ‘local’ (a belonging to a particular social environment) and of ‘cosmopolitanism’ (usually interpreted exclusively as membership of mankind). Hence, we also refute the following claims: (a) that only one’s own social milieu constitutes reality, while global unity is a mere utopia (methodological nationalism); (b) that only mankind has moral dignity, while local communities are deleterious to peace and the development of the human race (neoliberal cosmopolitanism1 ). We reject this dichotomy, and instead sustain the intrinsic relation between the two extremes. In sociological terms, only a combination of the two can shape reality. Numerous studies support this point of view, however the added value of societal cosmopolitanism lies in the conception of the social as a condition for the existence of cosmopolitanism. This construct is achieved empirically, in our view, either through incorporating cosmopolitanism (in line with Durkheim), or through cosmopolitanism transcending the social without annihilating it (in line with Simmel). We thus limit the universalistic nature of cosmopolitanism based on abstract ideas of the individual and of mankind, and instead link it to people’s lives. In this sense, societal cosmopolitanism is the expression of a dynamic tension that puts the
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