No quantifiable fiscal reparation can be made in exchange for immeasurable Black trauma caused by slavery
Bazelon et al ’23 (Coleman, Dr. Bazelon frequently advises regulatory and legislative bodies, including the US Federal Communications Commission and the US Congress. June. 8 “Quantification of Reparations for Transatlantic Chattel Slavery”, https://www.brattle.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Quantification-of-Reparations-for-Transatlantic-Chattel-Slavery.pdf accessed Jul. 10. Brattle) [AH]
The analyses above quantified harms during the period of enslavement related to lost labor, lost life, loss of liberty through false imprisonment, personal injury, and gender-based violence. There were additional harms inflicted upon the enslaved that are not (fully) captured by those estimates, including psychological mistreatment and deprivation of social and political life. Unfortunately, data limitations prevented us from quantifying these harms. These harms are important and we address them briefly below. Since legal institutions considered enslaved persons to be property, the enslaved could not fully participate in social and political affairs.81 As Professor Beckles notes: [D]ivisions and lack of egalitarianism […] made the Atlantic World deeply unstable. [Enslaved persons] were not incorporated into the Atlantic World as citizens with equal rights, but as chattel, enslaved, and as the inferior ‘Other’.82 Enslaved people were forced to leave their own families and cultural traditions behind and adopt European customs, religion, and language, furthering their isolation.83 Even as countries of formerly enslaved persons established their own governance systems post-independence, they faced issues of sovereignty from former colonizing powers, economic hardships, and hostility in an overwhelmingly racist global arena.84 Further, enslaved individuals faced incalculable physical, psychological, sexual, and emotional trauma that cannot be quantified.85 As Judge Patrick Robinson86 notes: [O]ne does not have to be a devotee of the Olympics of the oppressed to be able to agree that transatlantic chattel slavery as an atrocity exemplifying man’s inhumanity to man has never been surpassed… [A]s an atrocity, transatlantic chattel slavery was: striking for its duration of over four hundred years [and] unmatched for its barbarity.87 Underpinning this maltreatment was the institutionalized dehumanization of African people. As Professor Beckles notes: [The slave trade] fed the most barbaric system of human bondage the world had seen. Africans were reduced by slave relations to the legal status of nonhumans […] property, chattel, and real estate […] They had no right to life; their existence as social beings was at the pleasure of owners whose rights over them were effectively unlimited.88 Slavery had incalculable effects on the psyche of those it dominated and dehumanized, potentially leading to the internalization of Black “inferiority.”89 Racial ethnic groups have developed internal discrimination towards each other with a preference for whiteness90, a phenomenon bred out of slavery called colorism. 91 As Professor Beckles notes, “[t]hese sociolegal perceptions of Africans, and the punishments they received, reflected the British definition of them as property…nonhumans deserving of their enslavement.”92 In every aspect of life, the enslaved were reduced to nonbeings. 
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