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This helps us shift our perspective in a general way. We no longer need to ask how many resources or goods to distribute to Pedro, who uses a wheelchair, to give him a bundle of “primary goods” equivalent to Royce’s, who can walk. Rather than focusing narrowly on evaluating how primary goods are distributed and focusing on those inequalities, we could just as well ask how stairs and ramps are distributed—in other words we should focus on what the fact that Pedro uses a wheelchair means in terms of his capabilities and functionings, and thus for his freedom. The fact about where the ramps and stairs are and how they are geographically distributed is a fact about our built social environment itself. Thus, a worldmaking perspective endows us with the mission, not simply of distributing “stuff ” in order for everyone to have equal amounts of it, but rather of creating a world where the variations we are born with are all socially translated into lives rich in capabilities.
Justice, then, sometimes literally comes down to a construction project. Among the things we need to produce and distribute are practical affordances: parts of the built environment that make it navigable and usable by people with a wide range of abilities. The question of which buildings are accessible to wheelchair users (for example) and which are not depends on design choices in the built environment—choices made by people. This has long been noticed by activists working for disability justice, such as architect Ronald Mace, who was influential in the development of the idea of ‘universal design’: the “design of products and environments to be usable to the greatest extent possible by people of all ages and abilities.”48 Just like the anti-colonial activists and revolutionaries of the 1960s and 1970s, disability justice activists, too, want to literally remake the world. Both the ethos and the concrete goals of disability justice help direct the constructive view of reparations in response to global racial empire and in the search of justice. 
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