The aff is capitulation - instead of taking white backlash as an inevitable feature of American politics, we should embrace the opportunity to change politics through consciousness raising"
Vincent, Southerland 21. Vincent Is an assistant professor of Clinical Law and Co-Faculty director of the Center on Race, Inequality, and the Law at NYU. “Toward a Just Future: Anticipating and Overcoming a Sustained Resistance to Reparations.” N.Y.U. Review of Law & Social Change, 2021, socialchangenyu.com/review/toward-a-just-future-anticipating-and-overcoming-a-sustained-resistance-to-reparations/. Accessed 22 July 2023. ID.ELC
Even imagining just a few of the ways resistance might materialize informs the task ahead. If we hope to avoid a future where reparations have been made, but they still do not salve the grave wounds that this country has inflicted on itself,  Of course, America must provide economic redress and attend to the material conditions flowing from enslavement and segregation But the road to reparations must do even more. It must lead us to fully reckon with American history, boldly confront the ideology of white supremacy that drives racial subordination, and draw on concrete experiences to make reparations real. Ultimately, advocates must work to change culture. IV. WHAT ADVOCATES SHOULD DO ABOUT IT NOW: MAKING CHANGE IN THESE TIMES None of this is easy-changing, culture never has been. But the tracks that we lay now can carry us to a future with reparations that create a new kind of world. What follows are three suggestions that advocates-in preparation for a sustained resistance to reparations-might deploy to ensure that reparative justice in the future is transformational. 10 1 A. Continue to Raise Consciousness About Racial Injustice. A movement for reparations at the national level must be driven by rigorous engagement at an individual and community level about America's history and legacy of racial inequality. This type of consciousness raising work strikes at all of the animating forces behind the resistance, especially the sense that nothing is owed to Black people. It is essential that advocates carry forward the consciousness-raising efforts undertaken during the uprisings of 2020 by continuing to foster awareness about the ways the racial status quo-and notions of racial superiority and inferiority-have shaped American society along lines that have fundamentally failed us all. 102 Though that type of engagement and consciousness raising often happens alongside traditional legal tools or doctrines, it is at the heart of social movements. 10 3 While advocates should not abandon the law, they must complement their commitment to legal advocacy with a robust support of social movements aimed at raising our collective racial consciousness.1 04 It is especially important to demonstrate that while America has grappled with race and racism in the past, it has done so haltingly, and that the work remains unfinished. At a basic level, such efforts require exposing the untruths we have told ourselves about race and inequality, and re-conceptualizing racial identity outside the context of domination and subjugation.1 05 In America "[w]e lie and cover up our sins and mute the traumas they cause. We dissociate the trauma from our national self-understanding and locate it, if at all, in the ungrateful cries of grievance and victimization among those who experienced the pain and loss." 106 In other words, we too often willingly turn away from the trauma that racial inequality has produced in favor of the comfort provided by the myths about having largely overcome our racial divide.1 0 7 Raising our collective consciousness is an antidote to that willful blindness. That work must include educational efforts to increase popular understanding of America's racial caste system and its legacy of distributing burdens and benefits along racial lines. 10 8 Such efforts are already underway. The Pulitzer Center's creation of a curriculum for the New York Times Magazine's 1619 Project is one example. 109 The 1619 Project challenges readers to reframe United States history and its foundational date as the year when African people were brought to American shores and enslaved. By doing so, "[i]t aims to reframe the country's history by placing the consequences of slavery and the contributions of [B]lack Americans at the very center of our national narrative." 110 The initiative explores vectors of life through a racial lens, raising consciousness about America's history of racial inequality. Since August 2019, roughly 4,500 classrooms have engaged with the curriculum, while school systems in New York, Illinois, Washington D.C., Delaware, and North Carolina have "adopted the project at a broad scale." 11 1 The Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), a nonprofit organization that "challenges poverty and racial injustice, advocates for equal treatment in the criminal justice system, and creates hope for marginalized communities" has likewise engaged in this type of work.1 1 2 In 2018, EJI opened a National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration, spaces centered on reckoning with America's history of racial injustice and racial terrorism. 1 1 3 More than 750,000 people have visited these sites since they opened.1 1 4 EJI's research reports, which focused on America's racialized history, the era of Reconstruction, and the racial terror that followed, have been made available to educators and students nationwide to "advance a fuller, more accurate understanding of the nation's history of racial injustice."1 15 This type of historical work-work that builds and shapes our "collective memory"--can also help to subvert claims of innocence that stymie efforts to repair past racial harms still felt today. 116 These claims of innocence rest on the sense that one is not actively engaged in discrimination and therefore bears no responsibility for the racial inequality of the past or present.' 11 Tending to the historical narrative that displaces blame allows proponents of reparations to focus on a "distributive justice lens," which turns attention to the appropriate allocation of resources in the absence of racial subjugation. 118 Part of that work is also making visible to all the "psychological wage of whiteness"1 19-the material benefits and privileges that accrue to white skin in a racial caste system that is premised on notions of white superiority.1 20 Racial inequality is so deeply woven into America's fabric that the advantages and disadvantages of race have become expectations, and "inequities are obscured and rendered nearly invisible."1 2 1 That dynamic makes consciousness-raising necessary. Such work may be as simple as asking people to take stock of the ways that race, and for white people, how whiteness in particular, leads to advantage in their lives. 12 2 Advocates can and should engage in the type of education and consciousness raising I have suggested by looking to the broader movement for Black lives. The coalition Movement for Black Lives ("M4BL"), comprised of a collection of Black social justice organizations, is a model. 123 M4BL is, at its core, a "movement to recognize the full humanity of African Americans in public life." 124 The movement emerged in response to the death of Black people at the hands of law enforcement and armed vigilantes.1 2 5 It is complex, as all social movements are, but at its core asserts the dignity and humanity of Black life. 126 It does so in a country whose foundational values, expressed through an ideology of white supremacy, are at odds with those ideals. Fundamentally, the movement, and the advocates behind it, are changing culture and the historical calculus that undervalues Black life. 12 7 The end of enslavement and the victories of the Civil Rights Movement came, in part, because enough people recognized that a world that perpetuated the myths that drove enslavement and subjugation was a world that produced unacceptable injustices.1 2 8 The same shift in consciousness is needed in these times, and there is plenty of work to be done. 12 9 The scope of the damage leveled by COVID-19, when taken together with the damage done by a legacy of racial injustice, provides tangible evidence of the injustice, unfairness, and palpable pain experienced by Black people. By leveraging that evidence, advocates can engage with communities to imagine the kind of world we all want to live in.1 3 0 B. Be Concrete in Your Work Raising consciousness must be complemented by concrete steps toward reparative justice. Concrete steps have two benefits. First, they provide an actionable outlet for those whose consciousness on racial inequality has been raised. Second, they serve as a model for the type of transformation that reparations would drive on a large scale. This work-though focused on enacting reparations in the present-can blunt resistance rooted in concerns that reparations are impractical, or that focusing on America's past and atoning for racial inequality is divisive. In taking this approach, advocates should begin by pressing for reparative justice in their own communities, focusing exclusively on the heirs to a legacy of enslavement as the barometer for what is needed to repair and heal America. 13 1 Such an approach would be revolutionary, because it would put "racialized identities . . . to service to achieve social change through democratic renewal." 132 It would require treating race like "the miner's canary": the condition of the racially marginalized would serve as the "sign of a danger that threatens us all."13 3 It carries with it the type of ethos that "those who have experienced discrimination speak with a special voice to which we should listen" as we seek reparative justice. 134 Such thinking rests on the premise that "[t]hose who are oppressed in the present world can speak most eloquently of a better one." 135 This type of framework ensures that reparative justice reaches those whose lives have been most harmed by racial inequality. It also ensures that those who have been most harmed have a central voice in defining reparative justice.1 36 Advocates should also study and support nascent reparative justice efforts that are already underway or that have proven successful,1 3 7 pressing for truly transformative measures whenever feasible and taking steps toward reparative justice whenever possible.1 38 Several local efforts provide ready opportunities for exploration and support. Burlington, Vermont's City Council passed a resolution in August 2020 that established a task force to study reparations for Vermont's role in slavery and to offer a formal apology on behalf of the city for that role. 139 The task force's work began in October 2020 and will continue for a year to determine how to proceed. 140 Asheville, North Carolina, approved a resolution in July 2020 to support community reparations for the city's Black residents. 14 1 The resolution details the vectors of racial inequality rooted in enslavement, segregation, incarceration, and condemns the legacy of racism in housing, education, employment, economic development, and health. 142 It offers an apology for perpetuating racial inequity and establishes a planning commission to make recommendations "that will make significant progress toward repairing the damage caused by public and private systemic Racism." 14 3 Evanston, Illinois, passed a reparations resolution in 2019,144 following the City Council's adoption of "a resolution affirning the City's commitment to end structural racism and achieve racial equity."1 4 5 The City has since held community meetings to gather public input on reparations, created a city council subcommittee to begin the reparations planning process, committed to use tax revenue collected from recreational cannabis sales to support reparations, and begun to identify areas of civic life to be supported by reparations.1 46 Following additional planning, distributions from the Reparations Fund are expected in the foreseeable future, with applications for distributions in amounts up to $25,000 available by mid-summer 2021.147 In September 2020, California became the first state government in the country to enact legislation to study and craft reparations proposals for slavery and its effects. 14 8 State legislators in Texas, New York, 14 9 Vermont, 15 0 and Pennsylvania15 1 have likewise announced or "introduced legislation that would apologize for their state's role in slavery; recognize the lasting, negative impact of slavery on current generations of African Americans; and explore monetary reparations."1 5 2 Advocates can lend their expertise, but of even greater value, they can listen, observe, and support. Putting the theoretical into practice can reveal what is possible.15 3 By examining the elements of local reparations movements and programs, advocates can address the concern that acknowledging and atoning for the harms of enslavement will deepen racial divisions. 154 The multi-faceted nature of racial inequality requires a dynamic response. Reparations advocates can draw on what has worked at the local level, while dispensing with that which has proven unworkable or inadvisable. Such efforts can also help assuage concerns that the financial cost is unbearable, unquantifiable, or cannot be borne by government revenue. Local reparations programs that seek to remedy racial inequality in the criminal legal system, education, employment, and health can provide models of success for national reparations programs. These examples tell all those willing to listen that reparations are not only possible, but that reparative justice can be transformative. The experience can help to alleviate the fears, apprehensions, and disagreements that make reparations so difficult to obtain. They can allow us-on a small scale-to reckon with our past, shift consciousness, learn lessons, and proceed with the elusive task of continuing to heal the national wounds that have long plagued America. 155 C. Apply Interest Convergence to Press for Wholesale Change In Part II, I described why the COVID-19 pandemic and uprisings for racial justice presented a unique opportunity to advance reparative justice. Leveraging the moment will require, among other things, "transforming the vision of a minority into a consensus acknowledged and embraced by the majority."1 5 6 A sizeable number of Americans-including the politically powerful-must come to understand that the relief reparations provide to Black people are in the interest of our nation. Fundamentally, this is a restatement of Professor Derrick Bell's interest convergence principle, which asserts that relief from racial discrimination, when it comes, requires that policy makers perceive the relief we seek will provide a clear benefit for the nation or portions of the populace beyond African Americans. No matter how harmful, exploitative, or life threatening a racist policy or practice is, petitions for reform are recognized and implemented only so long as they advance the nation's interests.157 In other words, convincing people that reparations are owed to Black people in light of America's history of racial genocide and terror is not by itself going to be enough. 158 Moral arguments are compelling, but substantive progress will only be made when Americans come to understand that reparative justice has value for all. It is of course true that "[t]he arguments that victims will have to make and perpetrators will have to accept before any reparations are awarded will raise consciousnesses about the obligation and need to correct past wrongs."1 59 After all, the object of "reparations is at its heart transformative. It recognizes the crimes of the powerful against the powerless. It condemns exploitation and adopts a vision of a more just world." 16 0 But it is only at the point when the powerful and the masses feel reparations are appropriate and in their interest that they will come. 16 1 And if that is the case, and we want reparations to be more than a financial payoff and a half-hearted apology when they arrive, subject to widespread resistance that undermines the value of those offerings, advocates must work alongside and in support of movements to change the calculus of what is in our nation's interests, leveraging the opportunity presented by crises-like those we are currently mired in-to do so. 162 One might bolster such a focus by engaging in advocacy that highlights, for example, the net positive impact of reparative justice policies on America as a whole, even as those policies are explicitly aimed only at the descendants of the enslaved. For example, some estimate that the racial wealth gap's "dampening effect on consumption and investment will cost the US economy between $1 trillion and $1.5 trillion between 2019 and 2028-4 to 6 percent of the projected GDP in 2028."163 If reparations were deployed to reduce, and ultimately eradicate the racial wealth gap that began at America's birth, 164 the American economy would be improved for many. 16 5 Government efforts to redress a legacy of racial inequality would require investments in education, health, justice, housing, and other facets of life with an eye toward equality for all. 166 These types of net gains could produce the support needed to make reparations a reality. The interests among advocates for reparations are converging with those of the growing portion of the population who have had their beliefs about America shaken by its failings and who are compelled by a need to repair our past; this convergence can be transformative. Both are motivated to remake our nation and create a new status quo. Advocates must leverage the alignment of such interests, make racial justice central in all that they do, and seek wholesale changes to American society to confront and address the nation's original sin. V. CONCLUSION The health and racial injustice crises we face have exposed the contradiction that haunts our country: a democracy where race and identity are used to justify the inequitable structure of society.1 6 7 Symbolically and tangibly, confronting this contradiction may lead us to topple the status quo, paving the way for us all to create something entirely new. Imagining the resistance to reparations allows advocates to engage in work that will bring America closer to reparative justice. By raising consciousness, taking concrete steps toward reparations now, and applying interest convergence, we may end up with a more just future, and with it, a better country than the one we currently inhabit.
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