Their nationalist wealth approach to understanding historic and present anti-blackness fails to account for the world economic order – A post-colonial project that makes any one nation attempt at reparations to addressing anti-blackness simply shift the scope of economic white supremacy in new ways globally – The Impact is endless shifts in anti-black violence. 			  				  
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We live in a “world economic order.” As Martin Luther King, Jr. told us sixty years ago, you can’t go through a basic action in your day without participating in a global interaction. Odds are good that you ordered this book on a device with materials mined in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, assembled in China, and shipped to yet a third continent for sale. This global economic system that we have distributes rewards and even basic economic functions to different parts of the world through networks of trade, exchange, and movement. Some countries specialize in the manufacture of particular physical goods: perhaps petroleum, like Nigeria or Saudi Arabia; coffee and cocoa, like the Ivory Coast. Other countries specialize in being tax havens for the wealth of the world’s elite, like Switzerland and Monaco. A range of “internal” political activity organizes and optimizes this activity within the borders of nation states, through means such as taxation, subsidization, and regulation to zoning, housing, and education.
To some extent, then, these sovereign nations control how things go within their borders. But their economic activity relies on what’s going on in the rest of the world, often more acutely than on what’s going on inside. Apparently “internal” Nigerian or Saudi decisions about producing petroleum actually succeed or fail based on which cars are on the road in China or the United States; how much cocoa to produce in the Ivory Coast depends on how much chocolate is being eaten in Belgium or France; the likelihood of which financial incentives will attract foreign licit and illicit capital to Monaco or Atlantic City depends on what the other tax havens are offering.
It’s not entirely unsurprising, then, that we also live in a world political order: a system of countries that relate to each other, and institutions that work alongside, between, and above these. Alongside the United Nations, International Monetary Fund (IMF), and World Bank are a host of other institutions such as regional development banks that make up the formal and semi-formal politico-economic connections knitting the world together. Nongovernmental organizations add additional sinews, including, at the top end, international heavyweights such as the Gates Foundation and international weapons manufacturers, alongside the more lucrative of the criminal business networks and empires.
These political and economic “orders” describe the same world system. The separation between these two ways of looking at the world order is a matter of emphasis, to the extent that it is not simply imaginary. In many times and places the exercise of power is a fairly holistic matter. Accordingly, even institutions that seem purely focused on global economic relations, like the IMF, in effect and thus in fact operate politically, and vice versa. Understanding this is key to understanding the pressures that built our global social system, and the scope of what it will take to rebuild them in the direction of justice.
On the constructive view of reparations, reparations are a worldmaking project. This involves thinking about justice and injustice in distributive terms: that is, as a matter of who gets what. But the relationship of persons to resources is not a static, one-time transaction. Resources flow to and away from people continuously. We can look at the politico-economic system of the world as something like a water management system, a web of aqueducts that spans the globe, channeling, instead of water, advantages and disadvantages from one place to another. The system describes which way future waters will naturally run, and where they will not run without novel intervention. If we try to explain modern finance, or philanthropy, or pollution, or medical care, we end up describing their motion in the world. The system of the world, then, is not best described by the metaphor of a blueprint, or an organizational chart of political powers, but as a set of inertias, gravities, pressures, and bottlenecks that bound and channel the endless flow of the present: material, money, media, violence, advantage, disadvantage. It is their motion in time that makes the system of the world, and we can map the system to the extent that we can predict the direction of motion.
The stones of the aqueducts that contain and discipline the continuous motion of the past into the future were laid in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. This was the period when several European powers vied to create channels of wealth that would link the globe together into a world economic order. For reasons we will explore later, I call the world order resulting from their collective project the Global Racial Empire. And just as the decisions ancient Roman engineers made in building their aqueducts continued to determine who had water long after those engineers, and their original imperial project, were dead, the global distribution system built by the Global Racial Empire continues to function. This fact is easily demonstrated, for the patterns in how advantage and disadvantage flow have changed very little. This perspective on world history helps explain why world historians treat reparations as “less about the transfer of resources . . . as it is about the transformation of all social relations . . . re-envisioning and reconstructing a world-system.”20
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