Only independent Biden action on a reparations commission solves – Backing and cooperation with the legislative isn’t enough – Otherwise, he loses the 2024 Black vote which is key to reelection. 
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President Biden is taking Black voters for granted and losing their support by remaining silent on – and not backing – reparations for Black Americans as a way to make amends for slavery and racism, according to pro-reparations activists who spoke to Fox News Digital.
"I believe the Biden administration's stance is emblematic of the Democratic Party's benign neglect of Black voters – ADOS [American descendants of slavery] voters more specifically," said Yvette Carnell, president of the ADOS Advocacy Foundation. "Black voters are whipped into a frenzy around election time, and Republicans are made into boogeymen who, as Biden himself said back in 2012, want to 'put y'all back in chains.' It's fear-mongering, rather than offering a reparations framework or a transformative Black agenda that we can actually get excited about."
Biden is facing increased pressure to use his authority to either support legislation or unilaterally enact proposals that would advance efforts to give out reparations, especially as the campaign for cities and states to pay reparations at a more local level gains major momentum across the country.
At the federal level, meanwhile, lawmakers have introduced their own measures. Most recently, Rep. Cori Bush, D-Mo., introduced a proposal in May to pay $14 trillion to compensate for what she believes are racist government policies that created a wealth gap between White and Black people. While critics have dismissed the proposal as absurd and unrealistic, supporters argue it sends an important message.
"Congresswoman Bush's legislation challenges the notion that reparations for Black people have to wait for the right political moment and aren't feasible," said Dreisen Heath, an activist and reparations expert who for years worked as a researcher at Human Rights Watch. "The American public should read through the entire proposal to identify the long range of government sanctioned harms on Black America and how that has affected the healthiness of the country at large. Congresswoman Bush's proposal details the impacts of chattel slavery and living legacies such as environmental racism, lower life expectancy rates, maternal and infant mortality, over-policing, over-incarceration, and predatory lending."
Heath noted the $14 trillion figure didn't come from Bush, but was previously calculated by pro-reparations economists.
Less ambitiously, several Democrats in Congress have backed a bill establishing a commission to study and develop reparations proposals for lawmakers to consider implementing. However, Biden has largely been silent about such initiatives, and the White House didn't respond to multiple requests for comment this week to clarify the president's position on reparations and seek his response to critics claiming he needs to do more.
However, the White House has previously indicated Biden supports studying potential reparations for Black Americans but stopped short of saying he'd back a bill introduced in Congress that would create such a commission.
Last month, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre repeatedly dodged a question concerning whether Biden would support financial reparations being paid to the descendants of Black slaves in the U.S.
In March, Jean-Pierre similarly failed to answer a question about whether Biden supports slavery reparations at a national level.
Throughout this time, racial justice groups and some Democrats have been pushing Biden to establish a national reparations commission by executive order – so far to no avail. The lack of both words and action has led to frustration among those who support reparations.
"We are the base of the Democratic Party, and Biden told us very early on not to expect much movement on reparations," said Carnell. "That tells me he doesn't take the Black vote seriously. He takes it for granted… It's obvious to anyone watching that President Biden views the Black vote as a captured vote to which he doesn't owe any exchange."
Heath called on Biden to create a reparations commission by executive order, saying his lack of action is losing him support among Black voters. 
"The Biden administration can issue an executive order today setting up a federal reparations commission," she said. "Black voters continue to identify unkept promises from Biden and are less enthusiastic about his leadership because of what he has not delivered on, including reparations. The majority of Black Americans support reparations. Leaders have to be held accountable for unkept promises; they can't coerce support and then not deliver. It's that simple."
Heath explained that Biden ran on a campaign promise to address "systemic racism" and the "continuing impacts of slavery" by "supporting a study of reparations," noting multiple press secretaries have gone on record during the Biden administration to say the president supports a study of reparations.
"Given it's dead on arrival in Congress, Biden needs to act," she added. "The political gatekeeping of this issue is detrimental to the well-being of the Black community and the country at large."
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