UBI misunderstood. It denies individuals to a fulfilled life, dampens the human desire for self-improvement, and DOES NOT have the government take full responsibility. It turns society against each other and reinforces resentment.
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At this conceptual level, the critique of the UBI centers on three of its misconceptions, two of which are misconceptions of human nature. First, UBI proponents presume that it doesn’t matter whether individuals enjoy a level of material well-being through their own efforts or from government mandated payments from others. This ignores a crucial facet of living a fulfilled life, namely that an individual’s efforts and sacrifices to achieve a personal goal are essential to that person’s sense of self-worth. It is the striving to reach a personal goal, more than achieving a level of material wellbeing, that provides life’s true rewards. A second misconception is that unconditional aid will not dampen the natural human desire for self-reliance and selfimprovement. In reality, individuals receiving such aid have less reason to provide for themselves by being employed, looking for employment, or improving their skills. This is true regardless of whether or not the UBI has a means test. The degree to which these incentives influence behavior may vary from one person to another, but they operate on all persons, including those with a strong commitment to self-reliance. Recognition of this fundamental fact of human nature is the reason that down through the ages, charities, mutual aid societies, religious organizations, and governments have made requirements for self-improvement a cornerstone of their welfare policies. A third misconception is that the money to finance the UBI comes from the government. Government is merely a pass-through entity that transfers income from some members of society to UBI recipients. Such transfers, of course, take place in all compassionate societies, but they have invariably been accompanied by requirements that recipients accept corresponding responsibilities. Governmentally conferred welfare rights must necessarily be accompanied by governmentally imposed duties on recipients or other members of society. Under the UBI, the government confers a right to a decent living standard, but imposes no corresponding responsibilities on recipients. At the same time, it assumes that others should finance this living standard through their own labor. Such a policy divides a society between payers and recipients, potentially leading to resentment and discontentment. Providing individuals with free access to goods and services produced by other members of the society is a defining attribute of socialism. In this regard, the UBI is part and parcel of socialist policy
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