Best Studies Prove automation won’t happen any time soon
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Maybe someday an AI-enabled robot will stroll or roll into your workplace and take your job. But it won’t be today. Or tomorrow. Or any time soon. According to an editorial in Skynet Today, AI remains very narrow in scope. While half of all jobs may entail tasks that can be automated at some point, fewer than 5% of jobs will be fully automated by 2030 (Liang et al. 2019). Alarmists make extreme predictions because they thought in binary terms instead of placing jobs along a spectrum of risk of replacement based on the skills necessary to complete work tasks. Robert D. Atkinson, president of the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation, concurs. “Stop listening to the hype,” he recently told readers, “either the techno-utopian hype that says the ‘AI revolution’ will be greater than the First Industrial Revolution or the techno-dystopians who say all is lost. The reality is that AI is just computer code” (Atkinson 2022). That explains why total factor productivity, a measure of overall economic productivity, has not sped up during the information age (Fernald 2014; Fernald and Matoba 2009; Basu et al. 2006). See Fig. 5.1. 
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