The electoral system in the US ensures populism is defeated.
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The electoral system of the United States also poses a challenge to rightwing populism. The plurality rule, single-member district electoral system of the United States virtually assures a two-party system (Duverger, 1954). This largely closes off third parties as a viable option to promote a political agenda. Anyone who wishes to enter the political arena and win election must work within the confines of the Democratic or the Republican Party. Anyone seeking to change one of these parties’ ideological foundation will thus face an uphill battle against institutional inertia and established leaders uninterested in fundamental change. This is not the case in many European democracies, where small ideological parties can enter government with relative ease. In Europe, new right-wing populist parties, disconnected from long-standing centre-right parties, have enjoyed great success. This is unlikely to occur in the United States, where third parties have an abysmal record.
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