Military competitiveness relies on nationalism – hegemony requires and produces dehumanization of those the U.S. wages war against 
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Finally, the intimate connections between nationalism and militarism are worth noting. In a Westphalian world-system, interstate struggles are ultimately settled through military competition. Not surprisingly, therefore, nationalism tends to be deeply intertwined with militarism and frequently glorifies war and “national sacrifice” as admirable and necessary. Nationalist militarism produces moral geographies of similarity and difference designed to dehumanize the Other, to legitimate military conquest, and to excuse the most horrific of human-rights violations in the name of national defense. Nationalists typically hold the military, whether in Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia, World War II Japan, or the contemporary United States, to be sacrosanct. Love of the military often pervades popular culture and shapes government spending priorities: Nothing stirs national pride and hatred of Others like a good war. The United States, which, with 5 percent of the world’s population, spends almost 50 percent of the world’s military expenditures, well exemplifies this tragic pattern (Olson 2010). One need only think of the intimate ties between nationalism and militarism over the last fifty years: To win Congress’s approval of highway funding, President Dwight Eisenhower proposed the Na- tional Defense Highways Act in 1956. Even today, global warming often receives the most serious attention among policymakers only when it is couched in national security terms.
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