Nation-state form is incapable of solving existential risks – only recognition of global obligation solves international financial crises, climate change, emerging tech, and international terrorism
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2 Cross-boundary Dynamics and Problem Solving
The practical significance of national sovereignty has been enabled by the fact of and the presumption that it was possible to regulate or to solve most social and practical problems which arose, within the boundaries of the nation-state. The nation-states which over time were created with partly historically based and partly more politically contingent boundaries, were increasingly also made into problem-solving and practical governing entities. With the emergence of modernity with industrialization and urbanization legislation and governance was not only or primarily a question of the will of the sovereign, but increasingly a question of taking care of the needs and the welfare of the citizens and the social infrastructure.6 The emerging democracy created the legitimacy necessary for the comprehensive forms of interventions which evolved. Sovereignty was then linked to what emerged as comprehensive political, legal, administrative and practical forms of decision-making and problem-solving. The presumption of nationally delimited problem-solving has emerged with the emergence of democratic and politico-legal institutions on the nation-state level. 
Today however the general presumption of national problem-solving capacities as self-sufficient has been broken. Economic, technological, cultural, social and other aspects of the processes of globalization have resulted in both cross-boundary problems and cross-boundary problem-solving capacities.7 International trade and financial transactions have reached a level where national economies are largely dependent on the fluctuations which these create. Interest rates and monetary politics have become largely internationally dependent even if decisions still are taken on a national level. International trade has increased due to both economic and political dynamics and necessitates some form of cross-boundary decision-making and conflict-resolution systems. At its present level also working conditions and environmental problems in production countries become a problem and a responsibility for the importing and consumer countries. Numerous transnational corporations with significant economic power, in relation to the nation-states, have emerged and are moving their investments and operations around without political consent, and thus also contributing to a transnational space. 
Environmental damage and climate change are inherently cross-boundary in their effects. Significant parts of the problems created can only be solved by cross-boundary cooperation. It has for example become known that air and chemical pollution is particularly highly concentrated in arctic areas because of the magnetic fields. It is also step-by-step admitted that the environment and its biodiversity, with the variety of species, in the various states and regions are so biologically inter-dependent that the responsibility for taking care of it must be shared. Intensive international trade also underlines the fact that pollution and environmental damage in one country may in fact be caused by financial interests and/or consumers in other countries. Changes in the ozone layers and in the climate are also inherently global problems which can only be solved by comprehensive and binding forms of international cooperation. Hurricanes, flooding etc. will strike randomly and not directly at areas which have produced the most pollution or heating. 
Knowledge and new technologies travel fast and are applied more or less simultaneously across geographical and cultural boundaries. The developments within information- and telecommunication technologies have in the internet created a transnational communicative infrastructure enabling transnational communication to some extent irrespective of the national regulations and thus enabled and strengthened the tendencies of transnational exchange of information, knowledge and new technologies. The construction and the functioning of the internet are largely done on technological and not explicitly political terms. It has been done by US based authorities, albeit in a relatively neutral way, and by a user organization, ICANN.8 Regulation on access, e-trade, privatization etc. is largely done by nation-states or regionally, but obviously there will be tendencies to harmonize and learn from each other. Simultaneous transmission of new knowledge and technologies may lead to equivalently simultaneous learning processes of regulation. 
The use of new biotechnologies will also have transnational effects which need to be coordinated and regulated (such as the spreading of GMOs and of new species both when they are placed in the environment, and when they are used in foodstuffs, cfr. The Bio-Safety protocol). International trade also requires or eventually leads to some forms of standardization in the application of new knowledge and technologies. Technical standards have multiplied and become increasingly important, in some cases also political in terms of de facto having environmental and social consequences. When new technologies are applied simultaneously in different countries and cultures there may also be common regulatory discussions and legal transplants. Even when the legislature of one nation-state decides to ban the application of a new technology (GMOs, research on stemcells etc.), it will be affected by the fact that other states allow them. Discussions on new technologies are cross-boundary. Producers, consumers and patients will travel to get what they want. Genetically modified organisms can be spread in the environment beyond the boundaries where they have been permitted. Foods with minor ingredients from genetically modified plants can be hard to avoid if GMOs are widely used in some food-producing countries. National legal regulations may then not be sufficient alone for securing certain goals. Situations which are considered ethical dilemmas in one state, may not be considered problematic in other states. Other examples could also be mentioned. 
International migration be it for political, security, economic or cultural reasons is also a cross-boundary dynamic and which is not only caused by or affecting the states involved in a specific migration. The number of migrants today can probably to a significant degree be explained partly by the enormous economic differences between the different regions of the globe and partly by the simultaneous “closeness” enforced on us by TV and internet. Migration is then one of the inherently global phenomena and closely entangled with other aspects of globalization. It is also illustrative of the inabilities of single states to solve the problems attached to it. 
War and terrorism, in its many forms, have also become international phenomena at times occurring in contingent places, almost anywhere, and not, at least in some cases, as explicit boundary-conflicts. Conflicts may be started in and connected to particular places, but war- or terror-like actions may occur anywhere. Some of the conflicts are also argued to be at least partly based on the general economic injustices between global regions. Both the war- and terror-like actions and the attempts at counter-measures follow inter- and transnational trajectories. 
The trajectories and dynamics shortly described in the above refer to quite different types of cross-boundary and global phenomena which may need access to cross-boundary and global problem-solving procedures to very different degrees and for quite different reasons.9 The different dynamics are also deeply entangled in and interdependent of each other and may thus be difficult to single out in a regulatory context. Parts of the environmental and climate changes are inherently global, and the problems caused by these can hardly be solved without binding forms of international cooperation. The economic global dynamics have come about by a combination of economic, technological and political trajectories which also mutually seem to re-enforce each other. International trade has increased for economic reasons, but probably also because new politico-legal treaties have enabled it. Telecommunications have also enabled much closer and more intensive production-process cooperation across geographical distances. Financial markets have become global also to the extent that national monetary politics depend on international financial fluctuations. The national central banks have developed close coordinating mechanisms. The international regulations of trade and the free movement of goods etc. have also led to a number of regulatory side-effects involving environmental, health, social etc regulations, which at least initially were not intended. The internet is in itself a transnational dynamic and a “space” enabling the cross-boundary spread of information, knowledge and technologies in ways which are difficult to hinder or regulate by national authorities. International migration and more multi-cultural societies have evolved from a mix of regional economic differences, the possibilities of traveling and the use of telecommunications. New knowledge and technologies will “travel” irrespective of constitutional authorities. The same is to some extent true for health problems, viruses etc. The result is that in vital policy areas any clear distinction between national and international dynamics has broken down. The transnational character of financial markets, the enormous increase of trade, also of natural resources, the transnational character of pollution and of climate change, the internet as a transnational space, the transnational exchange of knowledge and new technologies etc. are all cases in point.
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