States can push back on federal overreach
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Cooperation Through Interstate Compacts The states enter into interstate compacts (i.e., contracts) to administer a of services, such as infrastructure, water allocation, environmental protection, natural resource conservation, and interstate parks. An illustration is the Palisades Interstate Park Compact (), entered into between New York and New Jersey to administer a sprawling and beautiful park in the Hudson River Valley. In theory, states can use compacts to “interpose” against federal power. As just noted, for example, the Western water compacts were adopted to forestall federal interference. Similarly, a group of states might enter a compact pledging that none of them will allow state employees to enforce an overreaching federal law.
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