The US makes China’s rise seem like a threat based on otherizing logic.
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Moreover, the US has not placed other states different from it, such as Vietnam, into an “othered” tier like China. Neither has it done so to other rising powers, like India. Thus, even when Thucydides highlights: “It was the rise of Athens and the fear that this instilled in Sparta that made war inevitable”, it was perhaps also because it was Athens and not just its rise that made Sparta fearful. Allison notes this as well, observing that unlike the US taking over Britain, it is different to be “surpassed by an adversary whose values are so strikingly different”.123 The logical conclusion is that the US security portrayals of China’s rise as a risk are not due to China itself nor its assertive practices. Rather, the US is concerned with China’s rise. Unlike the “Yellow Peril” or the “Red Menace”, the US take on the “Blue Dread” is not a “China Threat” theory, but more appropriately a “China’s Rise Risk Thesis”.
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