China is cautious and seeks to maintain peace – trying to contain China makes it worse.
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In national security, this combination of competition and shared interests mirrors the economics. Everyone knows the conflicts. They are very important. But also:
■ The world’s greatest threat of nuclear war is North Korea and there the Chinese goal of denuclearization overlaps 90–95 percent with ours. ■ Middle East stability matters even more to China than to us because China is far more dependent on Middle East oil. ■ The United States and China combine efforts to combat piracy. ■ The greatest long-run threats to us are environmental degradation and climate change. China is now the world leader in those areas. ■ The national security benefits of the global development created by Sino- American collaboration are never counted but they are vital.
Chinese leaders are very conscious of common interests and do not seek to destabilize the U.S. and EU democracies the way Russia does. To live in a peaceful world, we Americans must accept that we have a peer competitor, something that never occurred to us during the President George W. Bush years. We can manage that or choose nuclear war. China wants to be number one but is not trying to destroy the United States. We can no longer rule the seas to the beaches of Fujian. We can no longer dominate space unilaterally. We can no longer make all the trade and investment rules or set all the IT standards. No strategy will get us to that dominant end-state; the likely future is simply competition forever. Our assertion that democracy is the best path to human dignity for all societies at all levels of development will be challenged for the indefinite future. This will be a really difficult adjustment for Americans. However, when we have tried to confine China to a disproportionately small role, we have harmed ourselves and created a vacuum that actually strengthened China. We have to live in the world as it is.
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