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Overall, the table depicts a moderately strong deterrence posture on the Korean Peninsula, yielding lessons and implications for U.S. defense policy and the U.S. Army in particular. From a diplomatic and messaging standpoint, two of the most important elements of this posture are ensuring and maintaining the close alignment between the United States and South Korea and their commitment to respond to aggressive gray zone actions. To the degree that these countries can present a unified front about
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which actions will not be tolerated and which actions will be taken in response, the allies can lay a strong foundation for deterrence. 
The experience since 2010 provides some hope that the scope of North Korean gray zone aggression can be bounded by a strong South Korean commitment to respond. Although it would be dangerous to make overly optimistic assumptions about the degree to which the South Korean posture of disproportionate retaliation has been the key factor in preventing more episodes like the Cheonan sinking, there is at least some possible causal relationship between the two. 
On the other hand, North Korean provocations are also tied to broader geopolitical realities, including the status of inter-Korean relations. For the moment, Kim Jong Un has been on a charm offensive to reduce tensions with the Moon administration and, presumably, set the stage for boosted economic contacts between the two nations. In such an environment, new high-end gray zone aggression seems unlikely. That environment accounts for our coding of the aggressor motivation criterion within the framework, but these motives could change quickly, which is why we hesitated to code it as strong. North Korea remains an inherently paranoid state, and the United States and South Korea must be constantly on guard for shifts in North Korea’s perceptions of its own strategic situation. 
Finally, this assessment carries several implications for the U.S. Army. First, the assessment underscores that a U.S. forward presence is valuable to providing on-the ground capabilities that reinforce the deterrent messages. It points to the equal importance of training, exercising, and advising, as well as arms sales and other forms of deep cooperation that help the United States reinforce South Korean capabilities, including against gray zone activities. And the assessment reemphasizes the range of capabilities that could be required to deter aggression in this region—a reality that demands a broad mosaic of ground force capabilities for the gray zone.
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