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A second set of disadvantages concerns the political consequences. Putting a new policy into place can take a lot of political capital, which is the money and support that politicians and policymakers have at their disposal. The political disadvantage argument argues that implementing a UBI could use up political capital that would be better spent on other policy priorities This opposition is likely to emerge from many corners. First, Fiscal conservatives. Fiscal conservatives are concerned about the potential cost of implementing a UBI. They argue that providing a regular income to all individuals would be too expensive and could lead to a significant increase in government spending, deficits, and debt. Second, Corporations and the wealthy. Some corporations and wealthy individuals oppose UBI because it could lead to higher taxes or reduce the power and influence of the wealthy elite. They argue that UBI is a form of redistribution that would discourage hard work and entrepreneurship. Third, ideological opponents. People who don’t believe in social welfare or want the government to stay out of the economy could be against UBI for ideological reasons. They argue that UBI is a form of socialism that would lead to a nanny state and undermine individual responsibility and initiative. Fourth, labor unions. Some labor unions are opposed to UBI because they fear it could lead to a reduction in wages and benefits for workers. They argue that UBI could give employers greater bargaining power and could lead to a reduction in the social safety net for workers. Fifth, social conservatives. Social conservatives may oppose UBI because they believe that it would undermine traditional family structures and work ethics. They say that giving everyone a basic income would make people lazy and dependent, and it could lead to a loss of social values. A big program like this could cost the Democrats some political capital, but it could also have effects on the election that could make or break their chances of keeping the presidency.
Source: Politics DA - DDI 2023 · DDI · 2023




