Pandemics destabilize DOD logistics and destroy military readiness
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During public health emergencies, DOD can be called upon to provide support functions to civil authorities, such as providing military personal for casualty clearing or staging. For example, National Guard units were recently deployed in New York to enforce the containment zone around New Rochelle and in the State of Washington to build field hospitals. Military personnel also can support the evacuation of patients to locations where hospital care is more readily available, such as in transporting infected cruise ship passengers to and from military bases around the country to be quarantined.
In 2015, during the height of the Ebola outbreak in West Africa, DOD personnel provided logistical and airlift assistance, helped build treatment units in the region, and established mobile testing laboratories. DOD has worked closely with other federal agencies—such as HHS and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS)—to coordinate such response efforts in the past. For example, at the height of the Zika outbreak in 2016, DOD assisted these agencies in establishing preparedness, detection, and response measures, such as vector (e.g. mosquito) control in Hawaii.
However, we reported in 2017 that there may be gaps between how much and what kinds of support DOD can provide during a public health emergency like a pandemic and how much support other federal agencies expect. For example, federal agencies may need help to move supplies and materials during a pandemic, but DOD’s capabilities and resources may be constrained by other demands—for example, responding to other emergencies like a hurricane or military operations abroad.
We recommended that DOD, HHS, and FEMA improve their preparedness and response to a pandemic if DOD’s capabilities are limited.
Impact of a pandemic on DOD 
A pandemic could affect DOD’s ability to accomplish its core mission. A pandemic could significantly impair the military’s readiness, jeopardize ongoing military operations abroad, and threaten the day-to-day functioning of the department if a large percentage of its workforce is absent because of illness, the need to care for family members who are ill, or fear of becoming infected. DOD personnel would not be immune from a pandemic.
In fact, if a number of DOD personnel are affected, DOD may not be able to fulfill requests for civil assistance.
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