McCarthy’s brought the rebels back into the fold through explicit appeasement---he’ll lose them in upcoming fiscal battles if he pushes through legislation by relying on Democratic votes. 
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House Republicans have temporarily overcome an impasse after roughly a dozen far-right lawmakers defied their leadership and blocked a key procedural hurdle that effectively froze the House floor from considering any business for almost a week.
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., and several of the protesting members emerged after an hour-long meeting Monday evening to separately announce that the House will vote on five pieces of legislation this week, including a key demand by the far-right group on a resolution denouncing a Biden administration gun regulation.
Later Monday night, in a clear indication that Mr. McCarthy is attempting to appease the rebels, a top McCarthy lieutenant announced that both defense and domestic spending bills would be written with deeper spending cuts at levels they demanded.
But the agreement does not free Mr. McCarthy from pressure from the group, which vows to continue to hold him accountable in the upcoming appropriations process. They also want assurance that they will be part of the negotiating process for bills as often as their more-moderate colleagues and that leadership won’t rely on Democrats to pass any legislation.
“I think there’s a willingness. That doesn’t mean it’s all locked together,” Mr. McCarthy said after announcing that the House will postpone scheduled votes one more day. “I think everybody’s attitude was, how do we find it when we all work together? And we know [when] we work together, we work on conservative issues, we’re winning, and we get more victories that way. And I think everybody wants to get back to that place.”
Frustration among the rest of the conference at the small group of disrupters erupted Tuesday morning behind closed doors at the weekly Republican conference meeting. Rep. Derrick Van Orden, of Wisconsin, stood and gave a passionate, expletive-laced plea for his colleagues to put their heads down and get to work instead of holding hostage the House floor if their demands aren’t met. The freshman congressman said he comes to work every day even though his daughter is suffering from cancer.
“Van Orden spoke for 95% of us minus the cuss words,” said one lawmaker in the room who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a private meeting.
Rep. Chip Roy, of Texas, one of the 11 protesters, responded during the meeting that they won’t be deterred by those critiques.
Rep. Michael Lawler, who represents a district President Joe Biden won in New York, refused to comment about what was said in conference even though he criticized the lack of inaction in the House. But he did acknowledge the irritation and divisions that have flared between vulnerable Republicans like himself and the hard right since that group began making demands of leadership, which pragmatic incumbents believe could jeopardize their chances of holding the majority next year.
“You have a conference of 222 people, and they would be well advised to remember that they are ‘one of,’” he said referencing his far-right colleagues. “The power of the conference resides in the fact that we have a majority. The majority was delivered by people in swing districts, people who represent areas Joe Biden won. [The hard right] didn’t deliver the majority.”
The standoff stemmed from the hard right’s commitment to dramatically reducing the debt, which is sitting at about $31 trillion. These lawmakers want deeper spending cuts and are angry that the agreement reached late last month with Mr. Biden to lift the debt limit to prevent default would do little to narrow the spending gap and would suspend the limit until 2025, removing an effective pressure point to force Democrats to reduce spending.
There is also a deep-seated irritation with Republican leaders, who relied on Democratic votes to pass the debt limit deal. Eleven members of the far-right group, many of whom belong to the staunchly conservative House Freedom Caucus, blocked a procedural hurdle that would have set up parameters to debate and pass messaging bills last week to force GOP leaders to the negotiating table. The group said Mr. McCarthy had violated an agreement made with them in January to elect him House speaker.
Mr. McCarthy supposedly made a number of bargains with far-right members to win the speaker’s gavel, but none of those alleged deals were written down and released publicly, leading to a game of he-said, he-said when it came to broken promises.
The hurdle, known as a rule, has historically been passed with only the majority party’s votes, including by those who would vote against a bill during final passage. Republicans balked that Democrats had to bail them out to pass the rule vote on the debt ceiling and that almost 20 more Democrats voted to pass the final bill than Republicans.
The far-right members then used their first opportunity to sink a rule vote last week — that prevented debate on conservative priorities, including preserving gas stove usage — as a signal that they should not be ignored in the future or that leaders should not solely rely on Democrats to enact their agenda. Any five GOP lawmakers could prevent a vote from passing through their razor-thin majority.
“We reiterated to Speaker McCarthy that he is our preferred coalition partner. But we want to be his preferred coalition partner, and it cannot abide that we are the coalition partner on the frivolous and [House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y.] is the coalition partner on the substantive,” said Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., who never supported Mr. McCarthy for speaker.
The House is starting the process of writing its funding bills, which will be a huge test for the speaker. Mr. McCarthy has indicated that he is open to spending bills going below the budget caps he negotiated with the White House, and the far-right members are likely to hold him to that, an escalation that could shut down the government.
An announcement by Rep. Kay Granger, R-Texas and chair of the House Appropriations Committee, said she would write funding bills at fiscal 2022 levels for new spending for both defense and nondefense discretionary spending, levels much lower than the slight increase to fiscal 2023 levels agreed to with the White House in the debt limit negotiations.
This is a significant concession that is sure to get fierce pushback from House Democrats. It also will make it much more difficult to come to an agreement to fund the government with the Senate, where Republicans will probably reject cuts to defense spending and Democrats have bristled at even minor domestic spending reductions.
The temporary agreement suggests that the far-right lawmakers will support a rule vote Tuesday that includes parameters for debate on four votes scheduled last week and one on a resolution by Rep. Andrew S. Clyde, R-Ga., against limitations to use pistol braces. Mr. Clyde accused House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., of threatening to withhold a floor vote on his resolution unless he voted in support of the debt limit bill, which infuriated fellow Freedom Caucus members.
Mr. Scalise has repeatedly denied that he threatened Mr. Clyde, instead saying that he told him that his measure did not have enough support from within the GOP conference to be scheduled on the floor. Both worked together through last week, alongside co-sponsor Rep. Richard Hudson, R-N.C., to whip colleagues to ensure the bill could immediately pass. Its inclusion in the rule vote Tuesday is a major reason the House will resume voting this week.
“The agreement to vote for the rules packages was to liberate the pistol brace legislation. And you know, there’ll be more votes next week and more rules, and if there’s not a renegotiated power-sharing agreement, then perhaps we’ll be back here next week,” Mr. Gaetz said. “That’s not our goal. Our goal is to continue to build off the momentum of this discussion we just had.”
Yet all sides of the negotiation emerged noting that a long-standing agreement has yet to be reached. Members of the far-right group stressed that they are unafraid to block rule votes if they deem any bill leaders hope to consider as antithetical to their desire for bills to be partisan in nature and reduce spending.
“It’s going to depend on how much progress we make towards these other things: policy, procedures and personnel. And if we can make the progress towards achieving those three areas, then you’ll see that the floor functions very smoothly,” Rep. Matthew M. Rosendale, R-Mont., said after meeting with Mr. McCarthy. “But if it doesn’t, then you’ll certainly know, you’ll be aware because the floor will stop. Functions will stop.”
The fragile truce will be tested repeatedly in Mr. McCarthy’s slim majority, where he can lose only four votes and still be able to pass rules and legislation.
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