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Social Security and Medicare are both federal programs that help retired and disabled Americans. Together, these programs allow those no longer in the workforce to reap similar benefits to when they were employed. These benefits include a monthly income and healthcare coverage. 
There are similarities and differences between the two programs. Social Security provides income, whereas Medicare is health insurance. While they are two different programs, Medicare and Social Security work together. In this article, we answer your biggest questions, including who qualifies for each of these benefits. 
Are Medicare and Social Security the Same Thing? 
Medicare and Social Security are not the same. In fact, the two programs are quite different. Both Medicare and Social Security help those in retirement or on disability obtain basic necessities to live a comfortable life. Medicare provides health insurance, while Social Security provides a monthly income. 
Generally, to apply for Medicare, you must be at least 65 years old. However, if you are under 65 and receive Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) for 24 months or have a certain diagnosis, you will be eligible for Medicare. 
What are the differences between Medicare and Social Security? 
When you retire or go on disability, you receive a Social Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Income (SSDI) check each month if you qualify. The Social Security Administration will determine Medicare eligibility and handle some of Medicare’s administrative work, like enrollment. 
While these programs serve different purposes, both programs are funded through payroll taxes, provide benefits to those eligible, and help people with certain disabilities. Although they are different programs, the National Committee to preserve Social Security and Medicare help to protect both programs. 
Can I File for Medicare Without Social Security? 
You do not need to be on Social Security to apply for Medicare. If you do not yet collect Social Security benefits, you must pay the Medicare Part B premium directly. Then, once you begin taking Social Security benefits, you can have the premium deducted from your social security check. However, there is no requirement to take Social Security when you have Medicare. 
If they say healthcare is social security, we say then your program, even if its healthcare, then it becomes untopical, which means extra  
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